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The 17th century was a period of significant cultural and artistic tran-
sformation, characterized by the collision of traditional and emerging forms.
This cultural shift gave rise to a diverse and eclectic style in various artistic
disciplines, including painting, architecture, and literature. The prevailing
artistic ideas and aesthetic perspectives of the time underwent a transforma-
tion, giving way to a new and distinctive style known as Baroque. A foun-
dational principle of the prevailing European Baroque culture is the broa-
dening of the aesthetic function of literature, which is founded on figurative
thinking and the integration of diverse artistic forms within the context of a
single work (verbal text, fine art, music). The Baroque period was distingui-
shed by a pursuit of astonishment through imagination, wherein elements of
strangeness, unusualness, unconventionality, and bizarreness played a
pivotal role in its aesthetic principles. As demonstrated in the following ana-
lysis, Georgian literature of the 17®-18th centuries serves as a prime example
of the aforementioned general principles. The present work examines such
poetic texts in Georgian Baroque poetry that surprise and amaze the reader
due to their unusual form and multiplicity of meanings. They are as follows:
‘rvuli’, pattern poem, acrostic, telestic, and the cryptogram.

The present article concerns precisely such poetic texts, which are
perceived simultaneously by sight and sound. These texts are built on the
principle of wit and aim to stunning their readers. Sulkhan Saba Orbeliani’s
verse form ‘rvuli’ (®3veo0) is a four-line poem that exhibits eight identical
internal and external rhymes: four before the caesura and four at the end. In
the Baroque context, the ‘rvuli’ verse form is notable for its capacity to en-
gender multiple interpretations, aligning with the Baroque era's fascination
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with poetic play, sometimes using the principle of mirror reflection, popular in
Baroque poetics. This period was characterized by an inclination among
authors to captivate, amaze, and surprise their readers with elements of uni-
queness and innovation in their poetry. The poem's original structure enab-
les its reading and interpretation in three distinct ways while preserving its
content, thus resulting in three variants of a single poem. In this manner,
the Baroque author's objective to astonish his audience with innovation is
accomplished. Poems of this nature, which encompass two, three, or more
reading options, are based on the principle of play.

Archil IT's "Verse Rotating Like Grinding Wheel", is a particularly no-
teworthy example of a pattern poem. Verse consists of single line — “This is
based on a parable about Vanity” and in ten-strophe verse this one line is
repeated 44 times with different order of the words in the line. Archil II has
effectively transformed the poem, infusing it with a novel dimension of mo-
vement and rotation. This transformation is characterized by a dynamic in-
terplay of velocity, with the pace of rotation varying across the verses. This
dynamic interplay, when graphically represented, evokes the sensation of
acceleration, a phenomenon that mirrors the prevailing scientific interest
during the Baroque era. Moreover, poet utilizes a circle, made of this single
line, rendered in red ink, to crown the poem, thereby imbuing his religious-
philosophical notion with an additional visual dimension, one that further
enhances its impact, thus elevating this pattern poem to the status of a splen-
did exemplar of Baroque aesthetics.

Other notable verse forms include the acrostic, telestic, and the cryp-
togram verse, which are distinguished by their unusualness and ornamen-
tation characteristic of the Georgian Baroque. Archil II's seven iambics, cha-
racterized by profound religious sentiment, are embellished with acrostics
and teletics. Furthermore, the acrostics and teletics of all seven iambics,
when read sequentially, form an independent poetic text.

The "recognition" or "decoding" moment is a conceptual element of the
Baroque style. In Georgian Baroque poetry, Vakhtang VI was fascinated by
this type of cryptogram, puzzle. The characteristic "unusualness" and quick
wit of the Baroque period are the combination that underlies the works cre-
ated on the principle of the aesthetics of surprise of this era.

In the context of Georgian Baroque poetry, a significant category of
poetic works is grounded in this principle, thereby offering a discernible
glimpse into the aesthetic predilections and intellectual inclinations of
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Georgian authors and their readership during this historical era. These po-
ems are characterized by their intricate structures, unusual and enigmatic
elements, and their capacity to elude facile interpretation.
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»Jd- 9 939000 35930 56356005, 0¥ $8MMBY3.
ool 3o dxbydgh 43B33 3PS BHMORBIm 3m3sfiYad 0dMgdo“ 10 v.

AIJuAHL  obogl GH™Iol J9dgberols, dJ. FsMsdodol  BsbsfgMo:
»3O03BMAOB0YO 65§9gM05“ (bgarbsfgmms sofigMowmds, IV ¢. 1954,
a3- 217).

39b3bg VI 360033HmyMs8s — ,dmf Gvegoam bdBd 4x 3906 JEmmels
g59%g3 30 UBFY33 Losggls®, MmIgubgaz Bgdmom 3sbligbgm, dobo MHbbvwy-
0900l MmO039 29dm399500s F9Esbowro gOMLEM®MFB0sBO ,,56856mdq-
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d0l” 3900099, mOMmbo M4 bgubs(gMobash goblbgeggdmwo 4s63sMEH9ds
Sbemogls:

»(32905 30453 S IMBombs, 0o 5605605 Looggls goMs®.
(s®Boo, 1947, 3. 61; s®bowo 1975, 33. 68)

OamO3 0. MBS HgMb ,35b@sbgol 3003EMYMmsz30mo Bsbs(9-
M9d0l dglobgd, Loddg gbgds ™30L90M 5MLOEbMD 96360 gdsls, Brma-
ol 259093305 Losbagdm 330935l dmombmgl. 3960dm, sllsdgdbo s
d9LobHog0s SBsMmyomMo GHodol s605bmJgdgd0 Lbgs gcmgdol, goblo-
39900609300 30 L3O S MMl 3mgH0sdo (MR, 1988, ag. 411),
MMamO3 M339 BgImo 35bLgbgm, 3003GHMYM9G00 FO3M(39EYIMWO 0Y™
Ml domm3ML 3mgbosdo. Bzgbo dbMog Mbs 503b0dbmm, MM gsb-
G960l 3003GHMAM5d9d0LM30L EsTobILOSMYOGE0S GO0 LOgMNM MZ0-
19gds, oo Ym39wM30L sbEsgl BHJuGHo 29635 EHJdOL Lobom s Loyswy-
(o©EJOMS 0l, OMI SLMMs 5T 365 A9BOYGISL 93EBHMMO ,,dmgen 5b-
05bL™ MHMIOL, Moz 60TbOZL, MHMA S1gdo LEBHMOJMEIo GO PIM3ZTIO
0P 5MOL YMOOWOo 0ly, MHMA 8500 1965d08EI3MMO00Y LS~
390005 dmbodgdbos golivemgdo, 09939, Mg BB, dobo Folowgdols dm-
dgdbs B305m© Mo 046905, 39HEbAOL 3MI03BMYEMSTJO0, STY>Yd)-
o 39dbBHoL 8bEM356985%Y, ITFIOIE SBOHDY, FoBsONM0s d30mb-
390l 3M693535b30cMdOL A5dMm3w9bolizgh, dolo 0b@gargd@wyswrmMo -
LodEGIMDGIOL 450Mm3EOL3IGD. 35bEBY VI 3003GHMaM59900 50m3bm-
d0ol 3606(303Dg ©s3Ys690E0 1535805, MMIYE0E d9MMIML 9g3mdol dm-
9B0o0b 256330036930, 35Mm (3900l godmfz930L gMc-9M 00 boddos.

09350 Lobgfimgds ,050m3m", OHMIgeos dmdobs®gmdl wbs-
P06OsLHmOMm gmemIoL 3969w 0EH0sb, 8F0OME sGOL ©S353306M9d-
o obgm 36989006, OHMAMOGIOOE SOOL ,3bsMOMBDS, ,MB3gMEMDS,
535Lm9b, 05MMIM 565 FbMErMm© J0dEPObIMGMdS S FBIBHIOIO LB o-
@09, 5599 SHOMZ6900L obLO3MPMYIMWOo FgOMPOE GO S 0PO
dsbgoe gmbgdsls, dmgzagbols s@LIo IgobogH Bs)HzmAsl Imombmgls. ds-
OM3mb ,963970Mmd“ s LbaM@GH0 3mbgds s®ol ol 3mddobs0s, GMIY-
wo@g 59 93mdol 2om3EgooL glmgBolzol 3M0bEodby 99ddboer Bofoedm-
9090l 993l LORMAZWO. JoMIIWO BOMIML 3mgHBosdo LfjmMgo 50-
3390 3006303bgs ©sdYsMdMwo 3mgbools d60dzbgermzgsbo Jwsl@o,
63903 bsoo@ 80)MomYdL 58 39HOMPOL JoMmMZgo 53EMMIOOL
@ oo 330mbzgmqdol 499m3bgdsbY, JumgBH03MO 36M9396M96309dbY
5 80006930 905Hg OPME0, 5M59MI60I369M3560 BMMTGOOL39b.
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