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The Genesis of Nikoloz Baratashvili’s Poem
»When I Am Happy with Your Presence®

In the notes and comments on the poetic works of Nikoloz Bara-
tashvili, it is erroneously stated that his poem “When I am happy with your
presence” is based on the anonymous Russian song "The Brook" that is
suggested by Nikolai in Leo Tolstoy’s novel “War and Peace” and the text of
which is quoted by the writer's wife Sophia Tolstaya in her memoirs “My
Life”. But in reality, as we have managed to find out, “When I am happy
with your presence” has nothing to do with “The Brook”. Nikoloz Bara-
tashvili’s poem is s a translation of the once popular romance by the Russian
composer Pyotr Bulakhov to the words of “Kol’ scastliv ja s taboi bivayu’
(“How I am happy with you”) by Vasily Chuyevsky, a Russian poet of the
mid-19" century. Nikoloz Baratashvili’s translation is as close as possible to
the Russian source, to its meter, intonation and refrain in the stanzas and
key images of the original source. At the same time in Georgian translation
some lines are modified and the melodic tonality of the original text is
intensified.

The date of Nikoloz Baratashvili's translation of the Russian romance is
not indicated in the autograph. According to the editors of publications of
his works, the translation was made in 1841. Biographical information about
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Vasily Chuevsky is almost completely absent. It is only reliably known that
he was one of the most remarkable poets and songwriters of the mid-19th
century. There is information that in the mid-1840s, while being a student
at Moscow University, he, together with Alexander Dubuque, a Russian
composer and music teacher, published musical editions of romances and
songs in 1846. Taking into account the year of Nikoloz Baratashvili's death,
1845, and the fact that some time had to pass before Vasily Chuevsky's ro-
mance could come to the attention of the Georgian poet, certain conclu-
sions can be made about the time of the creation of the Russian romance and
its adaptation into Georgian.

The translation of the Russian romance by Nikoloz Baratashvili ex-
pands our understanding of the character of the development of vocal lyrics
in Georgian romantic poetry and, at the same time, deserves attention
because there is almost no data on the life, creative activity and lifetime
popularity of Vasily Chuyevsky.

We attach to the article Petr Bulakhov’s notes on the words of the
romance by Vasily Chuevsky, expanding our understanding of the nature of
the music and text that attracted the attention of Nikoloz Baratashvili.
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W k104 1o KaMyIIKaM Teyer,

K yemuneHnsio Hac Bieuer.
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Koip cuacTius g ¢ To60i GBIBaIO,
Ts1 yap16aemmncs, Kak Mai,

B TBOMX I1asax s BUXKY paii,

T'nsapa wa uux, Bcerga B3bIXAl0.

TsI He MOBepUILB, TH HE TIOBEPHILb,
Tb1 He TOBepHULIb KaK THI MUJIA.
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Koip cTpamrna MHe TBOA pasiyka,
Moeii mIeHUTEIBHOM KpPacsl
CuynTaio cKopOHbIe Yacshl,

Jlexxut Ha cepple 3/1as CKyKa.

Ts1 He TIOBepHIIB, THI HEe TTIOBEPUIIb,
Th1 He MOBepHLIb KaK THI MUJIA.
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Koay cTpawwa MHb ¢b ToGO0d pasJyka

NABHUTEIBHOH KpAacChI,

Moei

CuuTaio CKOpHbIE Gachl

Jexurs Ha cepAwd 3JaA CKYKa.

Tw se mOBBpPUILE H OPOY.
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