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Postmodern Reflection on the Protagonist’s Portrait
in Umberto Eco’s Novel ,,The Name of the Rose*

This paper undertakes a comprehensive exploration of the intricate
portrayal of William of Baskerville in Umberto Eco’s seminal postmodernist
novel, “The Name of the Rose,” with a particular emphasis on elucidating
the key features of postmodern literature and the character’s dualistic nature.
The analysis delves into Eco’s adept use of pre-existing literary forms to craft
a highly complex and multi-dimensional character, positioning William as a
captivating hybrid, embodying the attributes of both a Franciscan monk and
an amateur detective.

At the core of this investigation lies the endeavor to decode William’s
portrait, unraveling the layers of his dualistic nature. The character becomes
a microcosm reflecting broader postmodernist themes, including an empirical
approach to issues, intellectual curiosity, skepticism, double coding, duality,
irony, and a nuanced sense of questioning established norms. In essence,
William serves as a literary embodiment of postmodern complexity, inviting
a nuanced analysis to grasp the intricacies of his character and the novel’s
overarching narrative.
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The examination unfolds with a focus on Eco’s strategic use of double
coding, a hallmark of postmodern literature. This technique involves the
blending of disparate literary elements, in this case, medieval and detective
genres, to shape William’s character. The paper explores how this double
coding contributes to the richness of William’s character, making him a
fascinating subject for analysis within the context of postmodern literature.

To further illuminate the postmodern characteristics, the author draws
on comparative examples, invoking the names of William Ockhom and
Sherlock Holmes. This comparative analysis serves as a lens through which
we examine and accentuate the postmodern nuances present in William’s
persona. By juxtaposing William with these figures, the paper delineates the
unique synthesis of medieval and detective elements in Eco’s work.

The exploration extends to a detailed scrutiny of the similarities and
differences between William and Holmes. Carefully selected passages
from both novels are employed as illustrative evidence, offering a tangible
foundation for the comparative analysis of the characters. The paper concludes
by summarizing the key features of William’s dualistic portrait as a product of
post-modernist poetics.
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owosdo  65830mo©  3mbGIMOIMHboLEMEo  39Mlbmbogos, 3oMzgw
g4mgzoby, dolbo 3ma3egdumMo bsbosmom sbiGMHEgds. dobo M-
3530560 0gbEHMdS 59MHP0sbgdL, ghmo FbMHog, BMIBEOLIgE dgMUL,
Mmdgwog 90394390s 93536 MHJ0Q06 00MJIMYgdGOLS s GHMIO-
30gRL, bexwe, Ggmerg Gb6og, oedglioe 0bGICddme@a® ©id9d-
Aogl, O®MIgoiE 4mz9wo bsdox ol 490sadolsll wma03O sbdod-
936005l 56O oO@MBL. 3065MmdOL 5833560 ©YIPWOLEGHIOHMdS bdo-
605 30LGHIMEIMB0BIT0, MoEYP6 53 Fgdmbgzgz5d0 39MLMbYO0, Brraymey3
speculum mundi — Bs3go®ML Lobg, Jerol LoBO3MYIL bbgzoslbgs Mm-
0L MO S 00IHEHMBOL dobse® 39ML39JEH0390L bodogl. Mowo-
5308 3mOEGHMIGH0 59MHM056gdL 0lgm S1399dBHJOL, MMIGMSE, JoMHOMS-
©Q©, FbMWwmE 3mbEHIMEIMboLEH Bsfo®dmgddo dg3bgzgdom, od-
B9gds gl BMYIBEGHMo 0IBEHMBY, MZ30WMIRWGIBIOMDS, 0OMbOS,

277



OO0 MHYo@G030Hbdo vy bbgs. dobo yzgus gl dsbsliosmgdgero,
dolo goH03MOMIOLS s BLOJMYIMEOWMO J9BHYMdOL KXo3F30, OHMDsbOL
MMl 30bGHINEYMHboLEBHWMWo 3MOGHMYEBHOL dWosbmdsl Jabol. s
099 OHMIsbol Bobserdo Fbmewm 35OGEOL Lobgwo a3Mhgds, Yoosdo
3300bggl gMBLEOL 3msgol! Loboo [omdmmygds, Mol mo-
090 bofoo, M@y 3 ©sdMY30 OGO JOHMII0, g0 B0IE0-
56, LOMEYMROE LGS Jabob.
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