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Considerations on the Svan Versions of Amiraniani

Comparative analysis of the versions of the legend confirms that it
is a quite complex epic story. there are not only many layers created and
precipitated during the course of time, but the story from the beginning was
created in the form of episodic legends and each of them even being relatively
independent had the interconnection, where is indisputably presented the
Georgian mythology.

Legend of Amirani is divided into three cycles: the birth of Amirani, his
exploits and the punishment of Amirani. The motif of the birth of Amirani
ought to be derived from the legend about hunting goddess Dali giving birth
on the crag. The story of the parturient Dali underlay the round dance song
which is one of the oldest Georgian (Svan)round dance songs together with
“Amirani’s Round Dance” or so called ,Hunting”. The traces of Dali’s cult is
found in Eastern Georgia,too. It must be noted that the name of ” God” or
“Deity “is phonetically close to the name of the Georgian deity Dali among
the nations living in the Northern Caucasus .Hence,we can suppose that at
some time“ Dali” was the common Caucasian Goddess with higher rank and
functions.

The results of the investigation of the versions of the Legend of Amirani
we have carried out revealed the attempts of Patriarchy, Astral and Christian
religions to diminish the role of Dali as of Amirani’s mother. The subject of our
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investigation are three Svan versions of the epos. The tale describes adventure
of king Iva’s sons Visipi, badri and Chalam Kalami. While hunting they came
across the balled-up bull skin roaming like wind on the mountain, which they
could not capture. King Iva told the sons that it was Angel’s son wrapped up
in the ball that wanted to transform into a human being and advised them
not to touch it as it could turn up badly. They ought to capture the bouncing
skin-ball in a silk net (being apotrophaic to avert evil)which his godfather
Christ God had given him, then to take it to Jordan spring and immerse it in
the spring water. So they did, brought the skin at home, opened it and a child
jumped out, glowing like a candle. He began leaping without stopping all
night toward the ceiling. The next day he came down and sat down before the
hearth. Christ God came, baptized the child and named him Amirani. King
Iva declared Amirani his son. In one month Amirani matured. He noticed
that the king was blind in one eye, he demanded to know the reason. Iva for
testing Amiran’s bravery sends him to bring meat of giant grasshopper and
honey of man-sized bees. Amirani defeated them with the help of tiger’s tail
that he inherited from his mother after birth and brought meat and honey
to the king. In world mythology grasshopper symbolizes abundance, fertility
and longevity, honey is associated with divinity, is celestial meal, a life sap of
the Sun. Iva names his enemy, Urad Dev, who took away his eye.

In Georgian traditions names of many pagan spirits or deities under
the influence of Christian religion were changed into the name “Angel”, the
same happened to Dali. So under the “Angel’s “child Dali’s child is meant.
According to the versions dying goddess giving birth of prematurely born
Amirani asked to wrap the child in the animal skin for ending his growth.
Thus the child wrapped in the balled— up skin was Dali’s son.

From the versions of the legend among Amirani’s mythical weapons
were known diamond or golden knife, short sword that he inherited from his
mother or during christening was given to him by the Sun or the Christian
Saint .In the world mythology sword, knife are attributes of the sky deities
representing male solar symbols. Tiger’s tail as Amirani’'s weapon and a
tiger was unknown motif not only in the epos of Amirani but generally in
the biography of Goddess of hunt Dali, that brings forward the necessity
of investigation of the history of the mythological origin of the Goddess. It
must be noted that the ancient image of the master of beasts was zoomorphic
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having form of tiger, tur, bird or serpent. Later the zoomorphic image became
anthropomorphic.

In the world mythology tiger was worshiped as a symbol of fertility,
lord of the forest and protector of the people against demons. Tiger ‘s skin was
a cloak of Bacchus and Dionysus, it was a sacred animal of Shiva. Tiger and
dragon symbolized Earth and Heaven, tail meant power.

In Georgian traditions and legends, in hunting and ceremonial poetry
there are kept totemistic beliefs on tiger. For Georgians tiger was a sacred
animal and was great sin to kill it. Killed tiger was mourned and given a
warrior’s funeral with armor and weapon placed by its body. In the versions
of the famous hunting ballade “ The Young Man and the Tiger” are revealed
mythological images of the tiger fighting against the young hunter with its tail
and the Dalis (the community of deity Daly)waiting for taking the hunter’s
soul for killing their sacred animal.

Prof. K. Sikharulidze in her book on the Caucasian (Iberian —Caucasian)
mythology discussing Dali’s problem, thinks that several Caucasian mytho-
logical characters (among them goddess Dali)and motifs are keeping in
touch with the elements of the mytho-religion system of Asia Minor and
supposedly are originated from there. Such is the image of Mother Goddess
that was established in Asia Minor and spread from there over Aegean and
Mediterranean seas and in the Caucasian cultures, too. It must be noted that
the cult of the Mother Goddess that embodied fertility developed after the
transformation of totemism in the early agricultural society, when together
with the Goddess appeared certain species of the animals in the epoch of the
developed totemism having the function of the defender and the protector.
The scientists as an example name the Mother Goddess of Catalhoyuk of
Anatolian Civilization (around 6000 B.C.). The sculptural figure depicts the
Goddess seated on the throne and giving birth. She is accompanied by her
sacred animals, two leopards from the both sides. If we share K. Sikharulidze
‘s opinion Dali’s biography must be discussed in the same mytho-religion
direction together with her sacred animal, tiger.

53356002 LoBY3980: 5306560, 0, BoEOMMDY, 39583H30, 390
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3oL3MOL 35ML3IZWH30L BMBJ305 F0sb0FMb, M35 oo Fobogol
SBAOOX0DB305L, 0bo Boymz309mH9d0l 3ms9dol, (30L3M0L FoMLIZES-
30l 3bdEosl 0dgbl (doMs39w0dg, 1953, 43. 87-89; LyyGymensdy, 1993,
23. 110, 143-146).

5006560 0gdMergdsdo sEOLMIBG ©s3930MGdTs  3gnRb3oL
3190 3m@03ds> 3503391900 30mb3gd0 L3S doLo, OMmYMMOF W3ModOL
3069037960 39liggdol BMHm sEMobEw Loa®dggddo dgbsefiigs.
306 30l o, GM3ol {dobws 3bmggmoa 398b30 MbEs yngowoym,
dbmwmnE 6sodom 3s@mmbo oy sl MBOM oo §s3wgbol LEghm

b5 3Jmbmeo.
DM0©o©, G0MBMOO §oMdm©ygbgdo 398H3%g Lsbmyswmgdol
39630056900l 9393900l glsdsdolsE Yoerodgdms. dommbivy® ot~
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9969030 393b30 LobzoLy s BMSJoL W3mMsgdss (Bumbame, 1996,
33- 350), Boo®mms 39895, BHYoL do@Mbos, 530 LEgdOLYSD 5@F0sbol
5933390009, 3O  JosMBgdol  LOJdMEMs, 39Bb30 ool Aobs-
Lob0gMHgdL, M3mbo 30 (39U (Jobes, 1961, ag. 326, 1526, 1572). dzgew
933033930 3953b30L BYo3L 5GHoMmgdbgb, MMam®mE LyBgodm Lsdmligel;
096360 dommbol 4doMmgdo 0sbmbo @y 35MoLo 398b30L  GHYsgom
0y3b9b dgdmbobo. 3983b30L BHYogl 9GH9MYOES d5BMLO S 398bH39d-
3903000 9BHE00 FOWIIPPOWEIOMPS. 3983b30 Foz5L 3bmggwo oym
QO 935053 398Bb30L (HYs30 9335 (bmbodg, 2005, 3. 417-419). 3913b-
30L 3ME0 LodoMmzgwmdos 33b3Y0s. 9350 398b30 dmenmls 1922
Dol ox0dloMmgdMs d0WOLoIL ROHPOEM-EILIZEWIOm, Isb-
©wmgdom 28 3000MmIgEH®mOL  ©sdmMmHgd0m, Lo3MmMOLOL bgmodsdo bim-
NI @9gemdol (Igbgmoll Moombo) FobEmdws. 030 WIEIMdYE
dmbs0Mggdls dmvy3ersgo (9s60dg, 1931, 43. 559). 398b30L M9gds@o-
35 Jodomm  Hg306ML0EY3096Mm9d5d0 3600369M396 5Ol 035390L.
ROWICMOOLGHTS 9. dMa05830ds  dgobfogs  398b3msb dMdmerols
9mGH03900 JoMromer Brsdmgddo (3m335M9EGH030LGHMW0  WOGHIOSIGHY)-
oL oMo SLmE0sgool VI bygdmsdm®obem boddmbomdols dsbs-
wqdo, 2012, @. I .a3. 15-18). LogoOm3geml 5IMLOZEgDOLS S @S-
L53EgmMOol d0sbgMdo Fgdmbobren 3983bgMb 39300MgdM Gfd]g-
Bo-o63my969080 3330930930 GHMEGHIoLEGHMMO  LoMfdMbmgdol sbs-
693wl bgoggb (Virsaladze, 2017, 23. 29; amam3nmo, 1990, 93. 105).
bogbol Mfdgbom, 3953b3L ©3169dM030 ,,3wMO” 35GHMMBMBL, Dol
500530569960 gMdbMdJd0 s BB 299BB0s. Bolio BM3IZWS OE FMOII©
0003w gdMms. Hg3LMOMEO Jdgds 430580MdL, 0¥ OMYME STMY-
@5 0MHEdsm Imds 0dob godm, MM dso fobsds®l Mdfgm 398bzo
93003L. 1385300 5MLYIMBL oAM(39ds 39dsL oBOOWO 3983b30L
d9Lobgd, OMIgoE 8MmbsEoMmgl M350 dMMEMBY3©s 3mM3boer Booml,
boem 5500MHMmd0L Fglol sdMe393L Lxos. 49dm393900L dobg-
300, 3998H30 dMmbso®mOl Lozgmgl s 030(Yygds (9300l AoEoMB]-
Bsb, FOHowmdoL 93MObsEMdsL) s Bo3gom3zg 35LbMdS. JHMO
Sb9gm0 538530 3955 BFs39e000 3t09Td ,,FMH0 398b3L* oMM Logma-
3. 399530 398b30L JoEEr0gM0 dMbsEOMY M350 SIg 06~
536 398b3L: ,3965335¢0) ©IIOMTosMm”, Momog 3913b30L W3MOGIMO-

359 00935608690L. bg3zlmGgdo dm3er 393b3L 3593530L K oF30L
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3966918 5 309300696, B0l BsE-HToel MHYMdO96, WEGHOMGIOLSL 3@ 0-
9058 LbMzbb s  9@F0sb0g0m  BsObI3BI6. 9. 30OLsESIOL do-
96 Bgdm UB3969030 BfgMH0wo 0500 MINGE0sbols wgdbo® 3953bgoL
©BH0Mgd0L bgglmermen Fqll gbdosbgds: 693 T9b dsgozms Jzoemo
0m093¢ms, ... IS 00m893¢s ... 0530 ImPg3esm®. 395336 ©5dgbo Bm-
o3 3Jmbs, 009bo IEHOMPDdS b MJdMoym (JoODmEro bogn-
bmo 3mgbos, 1979, a3. 451-452). 36m00o0 gmbmyMszol s 39oam-
3oL segdbo MmBosmMEOL fogbdo ,,dmbolbgmds s FMo-FMHowmds bgg-
bHIT0“  IMPOBOMBOE0S 530 FMBSOMOL MFodsl 1535 bs-
35¢0. vdods xobgl 93560m90m©s, OMEs dmembyws© 0d3g 398b30
9960065, obog xobgl Mm3zsmM3z5wgdEs. F0dsls sgbsbs 3953b30L
dm33s, 3983H30 30 doL3gh 259m9gdobs @S 3000 95336 dol Bmbols
39w, 35906 30 guBMs 3953b3L ©Yd0dsd, 39830 POJBEIS OO SWIM
035005 IgmMg IMdOMBIds (mBosmMo, 2019, 3. 288-289). LogmEo®g-
0Md FME3MmO®oLE ©. 3MmamFMOol doge 3bMdOEO d5Ers©OL, ,dmy-
dobs s 398b30L° 39ML0JdOL LoWHgEHWOO bsEoDOL EM™L dogby-
00 Jommbeo Homdmygbgdols 335wo: ,9en0sb bryeron s8mligarsbs,
Q3M5¢n036bo  3enobsbo“ (8s60dg, 193193. 562). 333093500 M3¢0U,
M ,96 3oL IMIE05660 (IE05660) IEGdOL WM Iseobg-
00 bobgs, B3 90dMbggm Logdo®mM39wmdo dmosbgmdo boodmms
d09o0Lol MmPm30bgll Lobgd dgazos” (ymamdm®o, 1990, g3. 131). do-
sOoL dobg30m, BsEOMH® W3mMsgds JErMm©gds dobo (dobws 3bmgg-
ol 398b30L 933wgeo Imboso®ol bLyycmol [omgdsl. Lbgs 39MLosdo
JOoLEGH05bMOOL 493190 ,,EIMO0sBBo  Jerobsbo® b ,owgdo”
»00053500° 0{iY00sb: ,, L m Fogermgl 9335360 MSE05660 3ero-
bobo® (Gsbody, 1931, 3. 562). ,,¢ds“ JMOLE05BMdOL A93e9gboc dm-
OME0 96LYdOL, 9ddszol I60dzbgermds dgodobs, 3mb3MgEmwo bsoMm-
0305990l blimgbols ffodws 30 Bg30MLoGHY3096M9d5d0 30900 ,IE]-
ool", MMamM3 930 Lyargdol Fgdmygzsboom gobbm®dEogurs. FoMdsem-
00 IgdoLs s JMHoLE0sbmwo {fdobsbols, §dobs FomMaols
©53060H0L30MYO0L  oQ5OM0S MJIMEgds Jmboodg BmEmEIsDY, O™M-
09do3 ©ogdol fabo ©sMEZ0s > Wogdds ILEIbY W30WIL.
{00bs gom®ao oblbol BmEMELL, bosm3sOL dmdz9dL s oAl
DowgzogL (Virsaladze, 2017, 3. 122-124). ,3983b30L5 o dmydol™ gMm-
96 3960b0sdo dmydg yzg9ds: ,Hob 398b30 Fsdmgygs®s, M35¢gd0 3Jmbes
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d6oLbobom”, bmwam Lbgs 356M056EHT0 ,,m35bo Jomobbbs bgmolbobom®,
53 90bs5MOLMOMO350 030399, MBS 398b30L  MWZ359IOOMILOE MU~
359l bosBL (oMo boebw®mo 3mgbos, 1975 3. 499, 503). LoymGo-
©90MS 35¢EOL 30093 GO0 39M0L0Y: ,,65fMmMls 3993b3Ls F3356¢00, bsb
09369L 0295 co@obsbo. bsbxy oo 89, 37900000 0856s, 3troemb 5036003369l
dbobsbo” (8560dg 1931: 563). 5§ dmgdol LsdOIMEM 05MSMO bTso0y,
398b30Ls 30 — 3M©o. dmydols s 398b30L dOIMOL 53 FbsE3MMeE
b935d0 dbgdcm03500 030mbgds FoMMLYIMHO FoMdmEygbs ©3MogdM03
3b™39eHg ©s ol JoMoH 31D, OHMYMOE SR gdol LoTdM-
wmbg. Jodome Lobsdgzowgdo 0dwgbs dwoghHo Mbos ymaowo-
gym 398H30L 3w@0, M JOolEGosbmdslsg 3o dgg@fys: 1910 Fgarls
ahbddo dmyBom®M™MdIOLIL 99300039 Moys0dz0eds Lmgger Ibgomols
{00bs a0mMa0l 93eglool Jos 39009DBg obows 39x3bzoL Mo
3990bObMgds 399D, RoMTo35690050 s, BO35MIMME, 39F39F0L
3990bsHYgdLMB gOMSE (5gs0d30¢0, 1991, a3. 49).

Bmy0gHmo  333¢93MoL 5BM0m, ©IES JoErEdghool FBEAHo,
6Omdgmog 6ogmBogMgdsl gobsbsbogMgds, GmG980oBaoL GGHBLBmG-
3do300L 990am0 99630005MEs SEMY dofolidmgdgms LEBMYIEMIdS-
4o, GMEd bogmyoghHhgdol Joamamsgdsliomsb ghmo BBEYds 3bmzggmms
3903399960 Labgmds, OGMmIgeog 39630m3MPMwo GMGJIFoBIoL bobsdo
©53339¢0b — 3x5M39¢oL MMl SBEHMEYdES. Fog3momsE, BabgerEg-
35 0edgmol BgPoGm®osby Catalhoyuk-8o s08mBgbogro sbs@memo-
960 3030@0Bs300l BogmzogHhgdol ©yws Jeeredghoob bznwada-
00 B0ZMMS gM35MEIOMNH ghms dg3.§.s. 6000-5500 (LmMymensdy
1993: 132). Joeomdghorol dxmdstg 3mbs, b39E0seolBgdol sHhHom,
3300056GMBOL  3HMEgLL sbsbogl. FIMBdOsGY W3Mgds MM03g TBGOEO
@9m35MHEIOL ggMHEbmds, GMImgdog dobo §dobes EFbmzgmgdo s®0s6
©5 33md0sMY JoerdghHoml dxsM39mmdIb. gm3sBEo s 398bgo gh-
M0 S 03039 BMMWMYOMOO MRBOL — 35GHOLYIOMS Fo®IMIsygbe-
000 5056. 1535M>MEME, EIEOL BOMYM>R0SE DsEMYOMMo TJoomm-
6H9og0®o o68magbgdols bsflomo Mbs ogml, BBz 580660l
93mbdo dgdmMBgbogo ggabgzol dm@ogo d0y3s60dbgdl: bormbm®o bs-
§0g0gMgdol ©JEs Joeregmsgds o faddmeygbowo vbws gmgo-
gomoygm msg0bo jdobws gbmzggmom — ggabgzom, Molo 33seog Sdo-
3560L 93mbol Bgdmo 3o6boEMEds Lgsbm®ds 35M06GHYOT> Tgdmagz0-
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Bobs. 608sbEMdEr0305, B3 MmMH039 890mbgg35d0 Joen®30590505 OLEM-
605 38md05MHMdOL 3GM3gLL 353806 gds. 1335MMEME, LsBMYsM-
000L 3563005M900L 250339 9BHI3DY DS, Gmymda bogmzoghg-
3oL bomby®3s s JoerM3:59858, 0530L0 OO M3M9dM030 Bb-
J3os 53mfHs 5 EIMPRMIMO3 Joenm3z0598s BoIMYoE0dEs, GmIgols
33503 bags@mggemdo dbmemme 13569080 56 0dgdbgds. oL mog-
©3306039m0 dommly®o BMBbI3006 §s3mBEobsdy, gslvzz0Mo G
36ob, HGMI 899amdTo SLGHOIMOHI> HYJ0a053 oo SLEBHGIWODBIFOS
Bogmx0gMgdol M3mog00L, FoLIMOL 33ML3IZEz0L M6ado dmobobs.
b 3Gm3glo ol 30el, 580MsBLsG ggbm s L3OO BYdMErO
BM53093900L Lsbom sd0Msbol g3mlidos fsGamoygboo.

069060305, 335bLgbEYDS FMs AMIMsZ3gEOL ,,398bOLEYIMLIBO®,
L5053 39830 dbMmeEmMmE HYLMZ9ol 3mgE Mo bgEgol gsdm 56 Mbs
dmbgzgmomogm. 3mg@obmgzgol sblisgmmegdmmo 8608369emds mboos
3Jmbms 0L, HMI Lygsdmggemdo 39Bb3H0 Lo3dsme I60T3zbgemm-
3560 800M-MYE00Ho GHMIOE0YdP0 0gm V5393300, Molo
33503 5306360l 9g3mbids 3g8r06sbs s EEOL HgliBogdo ssggbs -
@ob, HmIMOG 65gmgzogHydol ©IEs 1303gR0L »EOEO EIEOL™ oliGM-
600l gbfagenols 98sM0MmYdSs.
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