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Poetics of Roman Virtue According to the Tragedy Cinna
by Pierre Corneille

The word la vertu (virtue) appears in French texts and plays since the
Middle Ages. Clergymen, philosophers and moralists believe that the quality
of human ethics is measured by the quality of virtue. So, virtue can be
considered one of the most important concepts of Western civilization and
literature.

In the XVII century, the theme of virtue is relevant in French literature,
in particular in French classical drama.

In Roman tragedies of French classicist dramatist Pierre Corneille, the
poetics of virtue occupies an important place, which varies according to the
context of the tragedies.

The article we present an analysis of the poetics of Roman Virtue
according to the tragedy Cinna by Pierre Corneille.

Cinna ou la Clémence d’Auguste ( Cinna or the Clemency of Augustus),
the second tragedy from the cycle of Roman tragedies by Pierre Corneille draws
our attention to the different nature of the virtues shown by its characters,
which is closely related to the socio-political situation and worldview.

As in his first Roman tragedy — Horace, in Cinna P. Corneille again
refers to the concept of virtue (la vertu) in both moral and political contexts.
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Unlike Horace’s Roman virtue (la vertu romaine), which is a masculine
virtue, while female virtue is completely subservient to male virtue, in Cinna
on the contrary, we find a different definition of virtue. The virtue of heroes
of Cinna is determined by the feelings of love, revenge and clemency.

If in Horace Roman virtue is associated with patriotism, then in Cinna
Roman virtue includes all the ideas and aspirations of its heroes that determine
their actions.

In Cinna men’ s virtue depends on the virtue of women. The actions of
Cinna and Augustus are determined by the virtues of two strong women —
Emilie and Livie.

Augustus’s virtue — clemency, is the merit of his wife Livie, because the
idea of clemency belongs to her.

For Cinna’s sweetheart— Emilie virtue is associated with revenge. The
virtue of emperor’s wife — Livie, is expressed in her intelligence and wise
advice, which is based on the main defining concept of virtue— caution. It is
true that women’s virtues do not appear in the foreground in Cinna, however,
their virtues have an important function in tragedy. The virtues and actions of
the female characters of Cinna differ from the actions and virtues the female
ones of Horace .

In Cinna, women do not obey masculine virtues. Both Emilie and Livie
react to the men’s actions. Emilie ¢ s reaction is intense and spontaneous,
Livie’s — is moderate and reasonable, but in the end both are influenced by
the virtues of the men — Cinna and Augustus.

Virtue has both a dramatic and a structural function in tragedy. In
addition being a moral example for the audience of the theater, virtue plays
a special role in the development of the plot in the French classical drama of
the XVII century, Because the virtue of the characters in the play determines
both the development of the plot of the play and the final act.

The virtues that were considered masculine virtues in antiquity are
characteristic of the female characters of Cinna. In antiquity, clemency was
not a characteristic virtue of women, but of men who ruled the State.

According to Cinna, the source of Emperor Augustus’s virtue is a woman
— his wife — Livie. Emilie and Livie express feminine virtues in Cinna. Emilie
and Livia are not only virtuous characters in the tragedy, but they control
and subjugate the virtues of men according to their desires. Unlike Horace, in
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Cinna men obey women’s virtues and fulfill women’s wishes or advice. The
virtue of Augustus, which is the merit of Livie, causes the admiration of his
subjects, which increases loyalty and respect for the monarch.

It is worth noting that for Corneille’s heroes, true virtue does not exist
without sacrifice. In “Horace” Horace and Curiace sacrifice family and love
relationships for the State interests. In Cinna, Emilie sacrifices her virtue
(desire for revenge) to Augustus’ highest virtue (clemency). And Cinna
sacrifices her virtue (patriotic obligation) for Emilie ‘s love.

In Cinna, the paradigm of the poetics of virtue is created by three main
concepts: 1. revenge — la vengeance, 2. Obedience to the wishes of the lover —
Obéissance aux souhaits de 'amant and 3. clemency — la clémence.

The full title of the tragedy, Cinna ou la Clémence d’Auguste — Cinna,
or the clemency of Augustus indicates that the highest virtue is the clemency
of Augustus.
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Régner et caresser une main si traitresse,

Au lieu de sa vertu, c’est montrer sa faiblesse. ( v.1241-1242)
00998 5 095396 daesers@ob byanl,

0090l bs33ems, G dolgsb bLsobmgdsl gero,

9b bobrbBob 3sd0m3cr0b9dss.

909bgo350 933LEGHLOL IOOLBIBYdOLS, 0305 JIsOL @Is0bg-
50 3BH30390L  mfyoqdol  goblogmmmgdyer 3603369 mMdSL o

50fImbgdl, O™ qedmfigogds dgBgMsmM30L Y39ewsbg odlYMEo
LsNBMYdS:

C’est régner sur vous-méme, et, par un noble choix,

Pratiquer la vertu la plus digne des rois. (v.1243-1244)
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9b 560l L3056 0053B9 898085 ©9, 39000eTMBOIHO s6HBg35b0,
099390050030L 439¢05b9 wotlgricmo bsobmyds.

LsmMbMgdol BgIMbLgbgdo 3Mmb3gBRE0s, MMIGELSE w0305 93-
3LGHMLL Bog5HMBL, 35LbMdL M30m3MbEHMM®OL by3MMsMo Lwme-
30@g00L  JsMHM30L  0QIL.  933MLEHMLO  3909FY39G0gdOL  FoMgdSL
@b 2Bg 530M90L, 0305 30 JISOL MOBI3L, FOABMDOIOL 56 53939l
@5 3mbogzmH s 09mddgomU. 5339LEGMLL 019309306M39ws@ 56 LYYOL
doomb msbs39g3bgMol MB35, 030 FodOMBdL, GMI o305 A56OI-
d0b 53d03E00mds F93ymmdowo: Cest I'amour des grandeurs qui vous rend
importune. (v.1261) 9b 0080l boyzs6H>x9en0s, B33 043966 dbsbEOYOSL
donm9dgerl bol, — 9906935 933MLEHVLO  030sL. Bodmer MM, 39-
00aMb0gMHo 0305 JISOL I0YME0gdLs, dgofigscrml dgomddrebo.

50239605, 9337LGHMLOL  Lombmgds Jogrol, 58 Jgdmbggzsdo dg-
MOEool,  ambog®o  ®Bg30L  Aomzsobfiobgdslls s B0MgdsBYS
©59M30009d)0.

0839653 ™MM0 533 MBGHMBO GEodq058d0 II dmddggdol I 3oGmz9e
b3965d0 FBYdS, 3506, HMEPILSE 00 (306585 s FoduodgL LomSMBOMM®
do0f)393L Labobargdo. LsmMIMBOOM® §39wbo I{IMBydMWbo sG06
00590, MHMI 533LEGHL3s 03Ol FgmJdmeErgdols Fglobgd, og™msd oy
Bomgwo bgds, ™I 0339MHoGMOOLMZOL XIJO 5MxBYH0S (36MdOO.
532998 BO, GMIgEbsi baywolvaagdol EsmMIMds 5Jal obBMIBMoO,
30bsLy o Boduodgl om0 HYHBEOOL QoB0sMYOL LbMgL Lobgwdfozm
905000390 MdLMsb  ©393d0Mgd0m. Fodbodg AW HOBIWs© TMoblg-
Bgol 030l sDBOL 0339MGHMEML, 30bs, Jobgszs 0dols, @I -
oLd0gdIBY BOJOMDBL, MM GFoOSL SL0sTM3bML, °33MLEGH™LL dm-
0 qdL 03396000l J9bs6BMBIdOLS3YD. 0T3gMOEMMO doe0sb Foerg Tg-
0GYmdL Jgongdmergdol dglobgd s @owgdol Hobsdg s0dmBBYds. sb
Mbo 39PY30GHML, IMTML 0¥g 965 Lobgedfogml IsOMZgEMds.
50L60d65305, MMA 0339H9GHMOO 089YIEMYOIMWO0S, M3 ADIBOZ-
6o3L dolo Bombmgdol bs®molbl, 53 Lo@yzoL LEHMOEOLEWMO ASRIOOM.
3096 3mObgwwo 0339M5GHMOL [odmoBpgbl 08 5sd0sbs, MHMIgwos
DOHMBI3L MmO Bb3gdoL 3900EO®IMdsDY, slggg Jobo Jdgwgdgdol
15O OIBMBSDY. 533 MBEBHMBO (30658 0BslsEg 3o Mblbol, MM gdo-
@05l 3590530 ¥ GOYE0 FM3YMHMBS 296530MMOMEIO 0gMm Zo¢0-
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90900 J39960oL fobsdg, Moasb Mmdo sbloggwdo 0dymagdm-
@5 Q5 0839M5EHMMHOLYSL Fglodsdol Jd9gdsl IMmombMm3zs, 0IHYI35
50 Y39woxmols, 9337LEHNMLOL Bombmgds 9dogrosl dods®mo wybgzo o
dmfyoegs.

doymi3engdol Lomszgdo IYymao 53aBEHWLOL Lombmgdsls good-
0939¢0 OO 530LM0s. 933MLEHMLOL Lombmgdol Fggal ASBLSB-
36536 dmfgoegds, o3 956 Fgmddmems 30dsMm 4edmobobs. 3o
0530530039005©, OM3S 99004dMwgdol dglobgd dgodymdlL, dolbo dm-
Pgoagds a60olbsbgdom 033w gds. mEo ferols ddsGmmzgumdol 3gHomdo
356 339 0oL, ™ M5 Lombmgdgdo Mbs 3Jmbgl ddsGMZ3gEl o

58033 353056 0l 03058 MR35V My mEgdgEYmAL:

Depuis vingt ans je régne, et j'en sais les vertus ;

Je sais leur divers ordre, et de quelle nature. (v.1248-1249)

™GO P9er0s 80s6H039¢0 356 ©5 303600 89939005 Lscrbmgdndl,
303638 9s0> 35bbbgs398-9cw figblbs cos d9bgdsb.

M3 999b905 0300L, 080 Joe0s s 9O bggfioxrgds Lobgerdfo-
R JoOmM35. 533MLGHMBOL SBOOm, Lobgudfoxnm EsbsTsIOls 3530gds
LobMLEHOL Bodsbos. V dmddggdsdo 03396ms@m&o Ho63mmd35aL oMo~
L @5 (3065L96 FMmoMbM3zL 00 Bobmgdoms BsdmmgzErsl, GMIgEms
359m3 0l 0339M5GHMOMOL  Jmfmbgdsl Mbs 0dLEBYOHIOIL s s©bod-
Bogli, 00sl, M3 (3065 Lobgwl s ©oEYdSL  0339M0GHMOL  Mbs
950w mEL:

Conte-moi tes vertus, tes glorieux travaux,

Les rares qualités par ou tu m’as dd plaire,

Et tout ce qui t’éléve au-dessus du vulgaire.

Ma faveur fait ta gloire, et ton pouvoir en vient;

Elle seule t’éléve... ( v.1525-1528 )

005089 396L Ls0b69ds0s, d9bb oI Logdgos dglobgd,

08 0930500 03019890505 T9bsbgd, Gob gsdma »bs dmdfirabgoy.

005089 00 439553960l dgbsbgd, Gog bbgs 9050056005356
30b35bb353900.

@085 B9l fgsermdsl #bs »isermy,

Jd9bo dsems 599056 Bmeob, dbeaerme ob s35850¢19ob...
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50239605, 933LGHWBO ol 5sd0sb0s, MHMIEOL Bombmgdol §ys-
WMd0m (30658 Lobgaro dmobggds. GMmAMmO3 3bgogm, (30658 LBombm-
905 5™l FMbsboMMdy, MMIgELsg 933MLEGHWLO sdbgEls. 0d39MsEGHMOO
bsbyoldom 50bodbogl 30658 M) Lombmgdsl, MMIgeog FoGEHMmm©Ib
159435M90 Joeols ALobmMgdsLy @s dolo Loyzsmols JMmodmgzgdolom-
30L  doLHM9390580 godmobEgds. 933MLEHMLBOL dog 30bsby s Fgom-

Jmms 990yoengds 30 LEMbMgdol Mdseglio 25dm3w0bgdss, M-
Log, 9Mmo IbM0g, 593L dMmEmbywo MG IO 9BgdG0, Fgmdy
dbcmog 30, 030 IMOIMMO-Bowmbmyommo 360dzbgermdols Jdggdss,
o3 0f393L LobaMpgderm Jggagdl Lobgwdfogzmbomgol. 9339LEMLOL
©OoLYIW™M369d0L 259M3w0bgds, 51 F989y, MoE 356 Mseym ogz305l
360 dmfysegdol dgbobgd, Lombmgdol gmozol SHEGOIMEMO Qoaqds:
396dm, 3060bgwo 930639600L, GMI Jowlog 999deos 3s8s353L T9b-
0535DM  0MHJIMWO O YMMOELIMGOO SBOMO, Moz Lobgwdfogml
10399l B Eobl.

3w3loEgoBIol gumgEHozs s 3mgB03ds, MHMIgEoa ymbgdol M3oco-
AILMBSL 5005MYOL, ,,3065F0“ 0039MOGME 533MLEHLOL dwgeEdmiigocng-
0530 33m390L 4593 0bgdsl, Mo3 Lobgwdfoxnml ddsMmzgeol IbGOL
3™b03M Mo J99gdss. 933MLGHMLOL Losmbmgds gmbogtrmeo Lombm-
9055, =IoliyobsE Foa5e0mol 50gds Bobgedformlb yzgws dmdowsdql,
439es Homdmdogbgwl 89w9dos. 933MLEHNLO B0ToMm™O3L 98oE0sL,
™3 3535000000 JobsD 50MMb s LOdMIHY IOEFBEOML:

Apprends sur mon exemple a vaincre ta colére (v. 1713) Bgdo 0s-
35¢0000 0bfsgerg d9bo Lod®sBol sdemggs — 53 G90mbggzsdo dods-
3930 9m9imgdl Joels, ogml dsbog000 Lombm @S AMOLLIBYdSL LA oM.

LEH™OEOLEAMOO Lombmgds 3935l 5093l ,,0bsl“ V dmddg-
©90530, Boo3 0039M0GHMEMO 933MLGHNMLO  mbogM o ImJdggdb.
00 990945 qdl 8903 gdls, osdm®mfobgdls 30bsl s gdorosl s
doon dBOHMB3gen Bsdologom g3gHmds. Lges EdO™M3L30 5329LEHMLOL
L50bMYdSL F99JABI0M5© FobGE93L:

338296 bob, J39¢r8m709c0905 ©s obrem36900L 00565890~
39 393905 329endmPysergds© GOm0 Bs0m3er9ds, 030, XVII bs»)399-
bob 3939800, 330b0  SGOLAMIGSGHOMo  Losdsgol  3sdm  boogds
3edmfgseng 80s60039¢00, 33 ol 0sbs99Mmm390ms dmtolb bsdo-
3000 @OoEbrm36905L Ps®8rms@agbl, Gomsg 0039MH3BMGO GHrmgmeis
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bs3290056 003, sbg39 bb39dbss 90330390l 0930L 3sbbs300GH9dw9cmm-
33l s 3065H9bedsl (Doubrovsky, 1963, p. 214).

30bsL LEMBMYGdS 49BLLZ39dMEP0s 3MESEF0MLOL ,,HMIs)ero Lscbe-
900bgsb”.  3065Lm30L, Jogrol, 938 Fgdmbggzsdo LosGORML LrMH30Wwo
509953905 Lobgedfoxnm 35¢YdEgdsL. 30bsl HMIsgEOlL 35K gdM-
@03 Qs OO LsMbMGdOL* SO gdsdo bgwls ol Loy-
350¥0. 030 936905 doduodgl, MM FoMmME0s, 9800l FMEOOoLdo-
905 965399956005, Foa60d 09 Jogrols LYYMHZ0WL 56O EOgIMMBOWYGdS,

15943969 Joels H3MYSZL:

Emilie et César, I'un et 'autre me géne :
L’un me semble trop bon, I'autre trop inhumaine. (v. 797-798)

900¢r05bs s 390b56:B3, H039Dg 30 Ib3s,
9600 ds5¢r0sb 390000 898396905, 89t 30-05¢005b 5653985b67)r0.

50239605, 3MmMbgeol 23000 ©owgdol ffobsdg sdmhbgds. 356
50693560 MbBs 2553900ML MmO J99GdL IMEOL, MHMIGEMQb ghrm-96-
00 dob FMEOOMO PoMLYISL (XYVOESGHML 39JNOWoLIYMBgE 0d3gMo-
AGMOL) 593565 gHobssdgagds. 30bs 9doosl FMMHOLdogdIL M-
370569650 d00Rbg3L, o3 0dsL Bodbogl, MM Jogro FmMm3EgdIos
Lo0-bmgdsl, oD T o6 Fgvyderos 835G0mb sdol d33egal. o
d99bgds doduodgl, 933LEGHMLOL Hobsdg ogo ozl MBOM Lombm ©s
3MbogMo Ho6dmsbgbl, 3069 (0bs. oL F9dgy, Go3 dojbodg dg-
03HYMBL 0339MHGMEOOL LYIMZoML dooMBEGdOL IEHM3Jd0L Tglobgd,
dogloendgds oL gosHY39BH0wGoSL. 030 0339M0GHMOL sdbbg3gdlL o
906905, M MMamO0 LsMbMmgdsz LFoMmYds BFSMMZGEXMIL, 0y039
LombMYdss LoFoMm FFsMMZIMIOL  ILEMTMOSE. MMI35, Foduodgl
SO0, 95339LEGHMLL MBGds 5J3l F90bsMBMbmL 0339605, MMIGELSE3
L5mbMYdOM FoMMO3S WS 0RO 57589 LHMGM9 53 LEMBMGd0 BM0Y39b.:

Oui, j’accorde qu’Auguste a droit de conserver

L’empire ot sa vertu I'a fait seule arriver. (v.443-444 )

@©0ob, 390056bJ9d0, B0 533 UALL MRe90s 593U J9gobserBmbel
0039600,

m39erbog bsobmgdoo stronsgl.
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- §o600m0g3588 dogbodg, GMIgeog dmgwo 3dogbol dsbdowbyg bslios-
0oL MOYgMdsl s BEAMOIMO BoMbMYdIL 53egbL. dobgsgs 0dobs,
Omd AsboE MY395ML 9doeos, 080 vGYMmal IGRMOMOL VW sEHOL 09-
3L, M™Ageolizgbsg 9oL 93x8MMdg FmmHmgdlL. Bodbodgl sHILBOsMYOL
5M0LAHMEIOoLYMwo  Lombmgds. 030 Lo3Mmse 369098 GYMbIZL.
256Ub39390000 (306585 o GFOEPOLHRSD, Fodu0TY, W0g0sL ARSIV, M-
6900l 39Mbsboo dmJdggdb.

»G0bSL Jocw 3gMLmMbsgms Lombmgds s J99Yd9d0 A5BLLZs3IOS
»300053079b0L“ Joew 3glmbogms Jdggdoms o Bombmgdsmoysb. ,30-
6590“ Joengdo o6 gImOBOWGd0sE 0035353 Lombmgdgdl. 9dowros3
@S 03053 9530609096 35853530 Jd9gd9d0DY. 900l Mrgod300
8doxm0 s L3MBEBMEO0s, oz0580 — BmdogHo ©s mbogmwo,
099939, LOdMEMMO, MO03960 og3wbsls sbgbgb Bsds353m0 — 30bsLS
@5 933LEGHMLOL — Lombmgdgdby. 3. 30Mbgero 306500 Jogrms Lom-
Bgdsl  960FgOL  doesm3egdsl.  GHMoa905d0  LBombmadsl  MMamO3

65doGHMwo, 51939 LAHOMIGHMOMWo BMBJ30s 5J3L. oM 0dobs,
M3 LoMbMYdS MGl FogMIOIJDsMZOL FMOMIIMO oRIWOMOS,

XVII Bs3160L 36sbame 3005b030LEGHO Mgo@®do LovyggEHoL 4sb30-
05690580 256L53MOGOME OHMEL LombMgds SLEIMEIOL, MoYSD 30-
9oL dmgdg 4d0MmMS BsMbMYds FoBLIBOZMOZL MMymeE 3oglbol dmd-
d90900L 25630056M7dL, S193g BobsMH TmJdgEIOIL. ,;0bsL" Jowo
396LMbs51gd0LM30L  sTobollosMYdgwos ol Lombmgds, HMIgwoi sb-
A030)6 bsbs8do 859535396 LENBMGdsE 0MZWGOM..

3b6303me bsbsdo dmfigocngds 0gm 96 Joms, 96539 00 3595353
05 35bOBOsMYIJO LEMNBMGds, MMIgdoi Lobgedfogmli dsmmog-
©696. ,,30bsL“ dobgz0m, 0339MOGME 533LEHMLOL LyMbMgdOL Loms-
39 900L Joo — dobo 9Ny, 030s. JoeH LsmbMgdgdL 306500
90005 5 0305 23Mbs3o39b. 9dowos s 0305 MY FbmEm
Lombmgdom 259MOMBgMo 39MHLMBsYJd0 G056 BHMOY)0sT0, M589©
obobo 858535339 LEMBMYIGOL 15305600 LYYMHZ30gdOL Jobggz0m Jo6)-
05396 @5 00mOHR0Ed9b. ,3MMo30LOLIRD  goblbgeggdoom ,3obsdo”
05095353900 90Mm®B09d056 Jogrms LEMBMYIGOL s SO GdID Jocwms
bHZ30gdLS M) MBY390L. 533 BEHNMLOL LymMbMYds, MHMIGEOE o305l
@©53LsBEYDsS, ol J399930M@MAMS  sOBHOEJOL 0()393L, o3 BEOOL
9mbsGJobodo gMmYMEgdsl O 353H030L39dsL.
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50bs60db65305, MHMI 3mMHbgerol adoMgdolbomzol bsdzowo Lom-
Brmgds dbbggM3eol gotgdy 560 SOLYIMBL. ,3MmMOE0LIO“ 3cMOE0MLO
Q5 376053090 X bME® s LloY35MHVIM MOMNO0IOHMNMdJOL L0396
939460l L39O OEIME. ,30bsdo" 30 9d0E0s O30l LOMbMYOSL
(8m60Ldogdol  Lymzowl), LHoMsgL  5339LEHMLBOL  ©9dsmegl Lsmbm-
903L (e dmfysegdsl). (306s 30 0030l LsmMbMYdsL  (3oGHMOMEH
3590 q05L) 9300l LoYyzsMIEl BHoMHZL.

590050, ,306530“ LombMgdol 3mgEO30L 35650dol Jdbol Lsdo
doMomso 3bgds: 1. dm@oldogds — la vengeance, 2. ImOBOEGdS Lo@®-
amb brOH30olsdo — Obéissance aux souhaits de 'amant o 3. dm-
Dgoegds —la clémence.

3063900 MO0 LsMbMgds LodMEMME MIMH3OGL Bombmgdsl —
dmfygoegdsl  gdmMBowgds, GMIgEoE, M30M39wgl ymgzeobs, Josrols
(@00300L)  LYMbMYdOL  sALObYMYGdSS.  oblbgsg9000  ,3MmBo3oMbol*
»OM05e0 bsobmgdols“ (,la vertu romaine®), MH™IgeroE 0959535300
d9mIOHo LEMBMYdss, M3 LHTTMOWML JMMOIBMBOLS s dobo goHm-
30636990 dIMbseJolodo ™o3396(0M3000 2odmobo@gds, ,30bsdo",
3060Jom, 0053500 SQYOWO Jo)H LsmbMgdoly MF0Mm3L, Mol dwgen-
4o gdomss  odmbo@d o, GHMeggoool Mo Lomswm®o ,,Cinna
ou la Clémence d’Auguste” — ,30b5 569 539UAHLOL gw9emdmfigscngds®,
d0935608690L 005y, M™MI MToEglo LsMbMYds ML 533 LEHMLOL
3MAMfYogds, OHMIgwoi ,3obst  Lombmgdol 3mgGHozol mogzsM0
©9M3dos.
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