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»Who is a Poet and Who is a Black Stone!“
From Abich to the Kind Countess

In the 19th century, manganese production started in Western Georgia.
Many well-known entrepreneurs, writers and public figures were drawn to
this business. Akaki Tsereteli was also actively involved in the “black stone
fever”. While being in St. Petersburg, young Akaki became familiar with
the monograph of the known German geologist Otto Abich who made the
important discovery of manganese deposits in the Transcaucasus. Otto Abich
was an outstanding expert in the field of geology, but behind his scientific
research and observations was the great empire of tsarist Russia, which used
all the resources of the conquered and annexed lands to maximize the growth
of the empire’s economy, to oppress and deplete the “small peoples”. The
colonial policy of the tsarist Russia towards the oppressed peoples was also
exhibited by the following fact. Immediately after building the railway line in
Shorapani, the government raised the prices for this transportation so making
it difficult for Georgia’s industry to advance and even hindered the production
of steel in Russia because for the production of steel manganese was required.

After becoming familiar with Abich’s work, Akaki brought famous
mining engineers to Georgia, to thoroughly examine the raw materials and
the poet himself was also actively involved in this activity. However, Akaki
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faced many objections and received lots of undeserved accusations. His
sincere desire to develop manganese production, improve Georgia’s economic
situation and create jobs for the locals, remained completely unappreciated.
In his writings, Akaki often recalled and described the experiences he and
his companions had while being engaged in this activity. The Censorship
Fund of the National Archives of Georgia keeps the resolution of the Black
Stone council, according to which Akaki was instructed to submit his writings
on manganese ore in Shorapani viregion to the council. The autograph of
Tsereteli’s unfinished letter “Black Stone Adventure” was attached to the
resolution. This letter was not published during Akaki’s lifetime. In the letter,
the author describes manganese-related events in more detail than in his
previous writings. In the aforementioned text, we come across a Russian lady
whom the poet refers to as “Countess Galvi.” The identity of this lady has not
yet been established in numerous studies devoted to Akaki’s work. We have
investigated and found out that she was the daughter of a wealthy Russian
merchant and philanthropist, and her husband was Count of Galve. Countess
Adelaide Galfe’s benevolent attitude towards Akaki was explained by genetic
predisposition of this lady to kindness, as her mother was also known as a
noble and charitable person. By examining the date of the council’s resolution
and the content of the letter, we assumed the approximate date of writing
the letter: from August 3, 1912 to November 1912. During the entire period
when Akaki was involved in the manganese mining activities, one thought
was running through his mind: “Who is a poet and who is a black stone!”

bs3356dm Lody3980: 3s6356w9d0L IMYH39E™Mds, YLyl 0d3gMHos,
9690900, mALbMMYI90 3G G3900, LosMJogzm obogms.

Key words: manganese industry, Russian Empire, memories, undeserved
accusations, archival material.
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dx3™dYo 5gdugo MBEBHM053M30 F953bMm s Bsbmsb bgerdgzcrmeng-
053  2o9xMMIGd0bs. Loddgdo  IdMIMEGDGE0 96O  OYMS, oo
Joeds@Hmbds 10000 356900 35063 goombss 93530l boddol {odmbs-
0999500 (H9mgogaro, 2005, a3. 14). dgeg 30 dmbs ob, MLz Iambsbo
»309GMO0  Mm3Ebgdol  gomsdsdgds”  sx8oLYdL, 396  A90M35¢oLf0bS
5Q059056900U ,,bbgzsb50M0 FgbgEgds®, MMA bocobobm3zol ,bsbmagsm
bsd89 bsdoGoml Fsedmoanbos” (Hggmgero, 2005, 93. 15) s mom-
Jobs bgaros 30 Bs0gb0s ,356M5¢qwwg® LsTYsOmMBY“. 3000000 Joeds@mbo
30, ®MIgebog 93930L Bofig®gddo 1912 ferol 9999y s©05M 3b3gd0m,
39b o0 45530605 5YI0@S Q93 (1842-7), mE9bdMEyoL 833000-
6oL, dEOEIMO 35FM0L, MmdmOml dM9H3gwol, g93w9gbosbo ssdosbo-
Lo (1819 (erosb bobd@-393H@dmMaol dsbmbms wmsol ,,ORgmwo
dobgool® §93600) ©s J3gwdmddgol 03569 dsBowrgzlzol (1791-
1876) Jogrodgzoo, dgmeg Jmedfobgdom (1871 {erosb) aMsgy 39660b
3ogql  (1826-1882) 09mmeng. 0. 35Bog3L3o  Lobd®-39¢gMdGado
Logbmg®mgdws 1860 (gl g490300s. dolo F9MMeEg  (5QIEPS0IL
©IS) 35035605 MBOMd0IR0Bs (1807-1892) Lsbmasmgdobmgzol (36m-
000 04m, OMaMmOE  BEWIsMmMIMY356M9, 39000¢IMd00 ©s J39wW-
dmddgo  Jogds@mbo  (https://bogatov.info/Genbase6?p=adelaida;n=bazil
evskaya). 3509313990l BomglomEo 3530060 53530L FMMb Bod)s-
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@osLmsb (1847-1933) 333900 FoLogd0m 56 ELEGHMMEYDS. 53530
D96gool 653bmdmds s SHEMdWMds MHMLgOL  SMHOLEHMIMIEHO0L
35¢L5B0bM (oMo g6egdmMsb Q51533000 56 5MOL. ol bmd bMs-
390 ol 35030 Grmligmdo 30639039 A59H36Mgd0Lsl FdMdENY-
O0l  ©I395¢gO0m (MROM 30 OOZ9WOIINIO0M) MmEILsdo Jobgogn
3mOMb3Mm30L J3m03L, gerobadgEl (1792-1880) quGwdMs s 08539 ML
35036M 9E0@OHMo BsbMYsMgdoL HoMmdmdsgbergdo (fgmgomgero,
2015, @3. 69-76). G5 99gbgds aMsx30b0sl, dobgsgzs 0doby, G™I
996996930l Bodd0sbmdOb (oo Tmombmgzs, 9IWsoEL  3gmowro
3960gmds 535306 0o 53 JoedsBHMbol 29693035l WRO™  Mbs
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300033 germdsd (1883 5.) ©90d9mds 259m0()30s, 59 EOMOLm30L
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MGHO05WYOES 5380 5HBMO: ,306 3mgEHo s 306 Fo30 J3o!*
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