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Mythological Image of Dali in the Epos of Amirani

Comparative analysis of the versions of the Epos of Amirani (220 texts
collected in the 17 historical-geographical regions of Georgia) confirms that it
is a quite complex epic story. The legend is divided into three cycles: the birth
of Amirani by hunting deity Dali, his exploits and the punishment of the hero.
The story is based on various mytho —religious layers created and precipitated
during the course of time, each of them being relatively independent but
having the interconnection, where indisputably are presented the stages of
development of the Georgian mythology.

The story is regarded to be derived from the old hunting ballade “Dali
is Giving Birth on the Crag.” It must be noted that the story of the parturient
Dali underlay the round dance song which is one of the oldest Georgian
(Svan) round dance songs together with “Amirani’s Round Dance” or so called
~Hunting”. The story of kidnapping Dali’s newborn baby by the wolf must be
the mythological motif of the ancient myth depicting the periodical waning
of the moon or its eclipse (Virsaladze ,1964, p. 79 ). It is known that as a result
of astralization a hunting deity was connected with the cult of the moon alike
Artemis and Diana. Dali’s newborn child in the demand of the Goddess after
her death is placed on the crossroad , sacred place of Triple Goddess (Diana,
Artemis , Hecate) representing life cycles like the moon (birth, life and death).
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Except lunar attributes Dali is bearer of the traits of the Morning Star (Venus),
having copper teeth. Svan traditions presetved rituals of worship of Dali as
of the Morning Star. In Georgian mythology Morning Star was a goddess
of fertility. Amirani inherited not only the Lunar image of his mother but
Solar symbols, too: being half of silver and half of gold, having the Moon and
the Sun on the forehead , being of copper and forged in the fire. The hero
swallowed by a dragon (a dev) with the help of the clan golden (diamond)
knife freed captured Sun and Moon. His eyes look like two sieves (symbol of
the sky / the Moon). In the versions of the Legend , Amirani after birth from
Dali inherited a tiger’s tail as a weapon, too. This brings forward the necessity
to continue the investigation of the mythological history of Dali. It must be
noted that the name “Dali “ is phonetically close to the word ” God” or “Deity
“of the nations living in the Northern Caucasus .Hence we can suppose that at
some time“ Dali” was the common Caucasian highest Goddess with supreme
rank and functions. After a time she was transformed into a local Georgian
hunting deity.

Supposedly the investigation of the motif of Dali and a tiger could help
in going forward to solve the problem of the genetic roots of the Goddess.

bs3356dm boBY3980: o100 FOMMEIMY0s, IO, 5d0MSbO,
303569, 30L3MOL 35MI3E530.
Key words: Georgian Mythology, Dali, Amirani, Moon, Morning Star.
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05MEIOMES Mooz @O 05MT0E. 09MOL LogoMm3zgemdo sdoMsbosbo
WOGIOIGHMOM0 3505399853900 Mmd0gdBHo® 0dize (30Mbognsdg, 1959,
83 255-259; 1964, 3. 77-78). 0650090569 259Mm33c935L Loggmdzs
LfmGg  9906M5Bol 93mbol  3500s6GHgool (220 GHgduGob) sbseroBols
39092900 ©99©M, HMIgGms BHIOOL 5M95¢0 ImoEI3L Lods®mggwrmls
17 obEGHMOH0-29MAMOR0M MgR0MBL — FMsbOE O dBIMULSE. 93MboL
50b0dbmE0 356056300 930MmYMH00s dmms MMLmeggerols bobgerm-
0L JoOHDME0 WOoBHIOIGHMOL 0bLEGHOGMAEHOL BMEIWMMHOL Asbyma30-
@gd0ol dogem 2019 fgl godmEgdmero 5306sb0sbols 3Mgdwmedo (6g-
©JBHMMJd0: BMMd 303b5dg, OMlmEIb Bmermysdzowo). s©0bodbmwo
360900 §oMdmoagbl 3Mmg. dobgoer Bodmgsbols doge 1947 (gl
39903990 5d06H560560L (69 BH9JuEH0) FIBRIODMYdINE godm3gTsl.
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d00hbg396 o3 39MHYsbLs o 330356MMLML ghmo (Graves, 1955, 3.
121-125). sqng0b bg 396L9x3mbgl H80bs bgwosg 0003egdm©s. 2odm3g-
dols dobgzom, 396M53wgl, 93936900l Lsbotgw gmBsydg 39MHd9ODY
(3960d96%DYg) 49056 x3900L 60Fbs, M930 530l BMMEGIOL 2430630~
boo 3dmbs 89d3o. 5630396 LsdgmIbgmdo MmEr0d3009MH0 MsdsdY-
0L OML o3 390wgdL 396M03gl Bods?H03(3990I™mE 530l bols
RM®MEgd0L 23003306000 59300696 (Keeler, 1900, o3. 428-432).

©IEOL  ©35¢gd0m dMbsEoMy (03gwgeo) 353> 3doMsbL Lsdo
3bob golisgs®Bg Gm3zgdl. bbgs 3gMlogdom, ©IgHhomgdols d3gwgero —
Q3-MYXR60L, 580Msbol T35 30 30050 3FY39GHOMYdOm M-
36 Bygdo GH™m3z90L 05333l (530MsbL) (N190). Lsdo FBob goboyseo do-
b0 SGHM0dMBH0s 09MHABEME-MOHMIsr)emo LsALEBMZB0 BoomMM3M-
909000, 5M@H9dogls s OsbsLlo, GMMIgdoEg N300l M300909d03
0y3b9b, 653, 93500l dbxd0IL oMby, s Lodlabmzgbgdsls
3905300M0905: o3 gds — 9HIETMNZMYMBSL, LO3LYIZ9MYMBIL > 3¢9~
05-q509M9dsL. LsTo 2BOL JHox35Mg0bo, 51939, dgMIGbms Lodlobmgs-
Bo ©305900L, 3935398 3MM360egds3 0ym, OHMIGEoE d35M9LMB3
SLEE0MEIOMOS, J9BYJOs B0, LogmEbgls s bo3zOWL,
9g35M39emds (ygaligdl, 93gbscgmen Lodgs®ml (Kapmor, 1994, 93. 563;
Muds: Hapozos Mupa, 1987, 93. 107; 269-376). @sewob 8096 Bgomo s30-
560l g3b6msglgds Lsdo aBol aBsx39MI0EBY MBS gs30amm, Hm-
3mO3 3bogEdmdools FodsMmgds Joemz059dol BbI30mboe® Lsdym-
3900, 1L535M3MEM, SHoEINZGsHYMdOL bLogMigdo.

5306560L 93mLol dogmo Moo 35M0563HJO0E 3FBMdowos Y-
ol  393w0Ib MIBIYMEowo SBEGHMIWMOO LoddMEM:  5dsliols
36 mdmmb ©sbs b dm3eg BAsero. gl 05MOMO S30MIBL 3905396, MMM
Hdo6s© B5MOLMID s MBM3MB gHMoE MgMNE, Fomgw s 8s3 39-
3539006 BodMIM39gmo@ BFoMmYds. gl §30DMPO SBEGHMIW GO domob
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36MMBBoMGOMEO  BModgbGH0s. 5doMBol  gdMwgdsdo smbodbmwo
930DMEO 5306560l — (303600l 35ML3IZS30L B0ge 339egdo30L b g30L
99930006 (930 339wgdadol Jommbm®mo §y30w0s) dBobs s dmgs-
6ol bLBOL JomlmEmo FoMdmygbols 3OMEBBoMYdIMwo FGQd9b-
Gos (N173, N177). sbsgomao®o dommbyydo dm@Eogzo ,30e0935sdog”
5304L0MEYOS, MMIgedoi S30M5bolL Lobmbodm®o iyzoeo dBol Igoos
3590l mgOMbEM060 s 39M3EbEoL30M0s60 Ibom, bmerm a39wg-
3530L5 — Lodo M93bo: Loy, 35edsbo s JoMoymsdos (Iseggzows, 1969,
23. 666-676).

3oL3MOL 350133030l LEALObMZBYdOL  (LoEsdMU, s6vg GO,
©o00L 5 296m05OL) 33500  JoMds  KOEMUEMEOTs B3
»03969 30L3M0Lsd” Fgdmg30bsbs, MMIgerdos ©dgMmol dmdgdmEro 350-
ol §goemdom Mdzowm 3MmeE-JdsOl EY-0sdol bsd dmbszzgodo
Lo-80 3950 899dobgdom: 03569 Lo®sBMLO, 03569 Fo®sdols S 03569
3oL3MoLs  (bogby®o LodMAbg, 1963: 92-99). doommbMo [oMmdmyq-
Bom, LoEsdML (30L3500 N3Gl FMIY35605, Fobmosoly 3o — Fbob.
360836903560 Losbargs 530560l LodMAMWM 0sMOVO — gEOL dv3-
@WOoEsb Mbsgmmowo ggabzol 3Mwo. Lsd Ggdu@do, GMIwgddos
39983b30L 39900 BoFMOM0MmYOL, Log35MYMEM EBOL (Bmzwry bdwols) sb-
A®3emmGo 3m@ogz0 (5306sbol Gogh ol s JNZsGOL EsbLBS) sms
303IM0M9dL. BBgds 398H30, HMymME Ol LoddmeMm, MsTs3 Fom-
9m335 Joermzmagdol 9gbg¢ozndo ggliggdol Low®Iggdol Tglfisgzerols
3M(30¢090@MBS. BM3IMmMOLEGHTs b. 1530000398 3530 IMIYsEd
259mb3s 050Ydol b. d9HIgb0Tz0ol Lobgermdol LsdgEbogMm-33wg-
30000 0bLEGHOEGHWMEHOL M9bsdIOMIgerms doge 1979 (gl b3sbgomdo Bo-
G9M90Mwo  BWIWmOHMEo  9Ju3goEool  dobowrgdo, MHMAEddo3
dgdgegdo  LoyMEOEMgdm  0bBMMTs3008 235(3W0sb: 3o  Jsemo
396005, dobo bsgrmEsgo s6 s@ob. 1gs6980 Labyers ,semb“ 56 Std-
09396, Gsgsbsg ol 3gH0s s W39HOL bsbgemols s®J8935 5¢0s-
80560b30L 56 090demgds“ (2004, 33.244-248). gb 5003399900 300093
9RO 59goMgdl dmbsBMIDN, GMI ,,3¢0* IIHMOL / JoedgHomob lss-
Bmyom Lobgwo gmgows 3335606 bogmEgdo. BOGomm 3s3z3sL0580
dmboberg baewbms 969830 gAMoL, ,,0305900L* bLobgefimgds Bmby-
03260 33blbga39B9B0m ol 9hacgliaggds (,@deg"; I »QIE,
»00J05°, ,,0000¢00“ (LOAMWsd, 1993, a3. 143-144 ).
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