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Aleksandre Orbeliani as a Literary Critic

Aleksandre Orbeliani is one of the most interesting representatives of
Georgian literature of the nineteenth century. He has worked in several fields
of literature — poetry, prose, drama, criticism and journalism. Aleksandre
Orbeliani’s literary abilities were most clearly revealed in his critical works.
Since the 1850s, he has published a number of articles about both general
literary issues and the works of particular writers.

Aleksandre Orbeliani’s article about Grigol Rcheulishvili’s story
“Widow’s Lemons” is noteworthy. In this work, the critic discusses the
specifics of the historical fiction in general and points out the inconsistencies
that greatly diminish the artistic value of Rcheulishvili’s story. The stories of
the prose writer Grigol Rcheulishvili, quite popular among contemporaries,
due to their bold approach to historical themes, often caused the displeasure
of the Georgian aristocracy, including Alekandre Orbeliani, who criticizes the
writer for distorting the historical past of Georgia. The critic deeply believes
that historical truth must be scrupulously preserved in a work created on a
historical theme. In his opinion, Grigol Rcheulishvili’s story cannot answer
these requirements even a little.

Aleksandre Orbelian’s heartache is mainly caused by the writer’s
interpretation of King Erekle’s character. The name of his own grandfather,
King Erekle, was most precious to the critic. That is why he cannot hide his
displeasure, because he thinks that the writer is saying an “insulting word”
about him.
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Aleksandre Orbeliani is outraged by the circumstances, in Rcheulish-
vili’s story, King Erekle, this historical hero and great commander-in-chief,
is presented as a mediator between the lovers. Aleksandre Orbelian considers
the tone and behavior of Erekle, to be completely inappropriate (toothless
jokes, secretly listening to lovers). Alexander Orbeliani cannot forgive Grigol
Rcheulishvili for posting the words that a peasant from Kartli allegedly said to
Erekle: “step father of Kartli and father of Kakheti”. According to the critic,
none of the peasants could dared to say these words to the king, and this story
was actually invented by Erekle’s enemies.

In the article “Attached to the Attachment”, the critic discusses Daniel
Chonkadze’s “Suram Fortress” and does not share the artistic concept of the
story. Aleksandre Orbeliani does not consider it right to criticize the nobility
as a separate social stratum. According to him, the writer should be interested
in more general, ethical problems.

It is noteworthy that Aleksandre Orbeliani notices the emergence of
two main currents in Georgian public thought, the birth of two groups, which
he conventionally calls “conservatives and progressives.” The critic considers
this event as a completely natural and welcome fact.

The fate of the Georgian language, its present and future was one of
the main thoughts of Aleksandre Orbeliani. In his article “A Few Words
on Comedy “Divorce”, Aleksandre Orbeliani questions Platon Ioseliani’s
views on Giorgi Eristavi’s linguistic innovation. Orbeliani points out that it
is impossible to generalize the language of Giorgi Eristavi’s comedies in all
realms of written speech, as it is suitable for works of the comedy genre and in
no case can it claim a common literary language. At the same time, the critic
acknowledges the need for a unified literary language.

Aleksandre Orbeliani is one of the most prominent figures in Georgian
literature of the 1850s, and together with Nikoloz Berdznishvili and Mikheil
Tumanishvili, he stands at the forefront of nineteenth-century Georgian
literary criticism.
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1959, N96). 933009300L 35(590m, ,30L3OOL" MgEIJGHMEOL bsdMmdol
50930359 Moo Mbs 9md3s LEHIGOL MMOL LvEPOl33gMYOIL-
056 99ML5059MdOL 493M: ,,5830969090P0s... B H9OIJHOS 0. 3969-
b9er0dgd 0d Gl (8sBMbydmdol gsaszsHbol 39MHomedo) 339 byco-
0993 Bsm35¢0s dobo 3s0m4399690s“ (F990mM0dg, 1959, 93. 104-105).

30639 4m3E0ols, 5. MmMOG0sbo 4ol33030¢L 459M01d35aL
603090  sbogsb®m®s oMol MOOMM®  FIMEI33JOIOL  A5TM
@5 50b0dbsgL, MmI sboger Fmbdsdg 089oldmMIEgdo 93GMMO 0gm,
OIgbsg ,»,0g6905 dMEM EOHML OO LobgwoE sMbgbms“.

659GM@3ol 30639 bsfoedo 3M0@03mbo Ay gwmdl Dmasw bo-
3000bBg: v Mo Jobos 5306605 FBIBHIOI WOEBIMHOEGIOSL, 396dM,
ImObOMIsLS 5 MHMIBL. . MEOBJ0sbols dgbgmergdom, dbo@z-
Mo 65GoMImgool 3035600 ©obodbmegdss Lobsdz0wol Sbobgs.
mEmbsg )gMowl 538 dobool dLobmEmgdoLIl OO 3OMBIBOMEO
G9JBH0 dmgmbmgqds. 356 oy «bs sdbogrml BbgMdMmOz0 dsb3090gds,
6Omd  IboE oMl oBHMZML  4odmbHm®gdol  Bodwmowgds. 038560
36« 0mob®Mds G5 s60ob? — bsdzoero bsgbosbh 3ss390mb, gb seob
09 F06Hoasb? 3063 ogol, 500390b: bsdpz0¢0asb dbmerme osb
3393600b0erIB00 5 RO Lobgemgdol asdmy~sboom, GHmd 3sb-
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3385 56 dmbgl bserbdo. 3093 sH0U, »hyobo 0g®dbsl, soxgml
@5 3sbpmegl 300093 3L98580. s0 gb sGob Gs9s60bs s dmobEHm-
30bs 80856k 79em9ds“ (Mdgw0560, 19809, a3. 161).

5. mE0Y0sbols bmgosey®o dGFSALOL  ollaM33939© SMEOE-
90905 dobo  gmowolb ,mfobgwl O™ B3@Mbydmds Lods@rongg-
©@mdo“ (,30L39M0%, 1859, Nell) qomgoeolfjobgds. 53 3MEger BodGma-
do 59dbobeg MmOMBYE0sbo 993H30EI0L, MM OLEBHMOOMWOIE Logot-
039030 85@Mbydmdsl 56 3Jmbos LoliGozo dmbmdOl BM®Bs. ,Logs®-
039¢0mdo  0905Hmbgor ydmds dmbos (mbyds d9gbdols 89, ©shsa3ms)
36 00400b. 0s6r005¢n0s boBdyzs yimds ogm, Gsaesd bsddg 0mbgdsl s6
33bs@9BL* (mMdYE0s60, 18590. 93. 215). dz9ws oMLY JoOm39-
@qdL 8595930 IMHO IIMI0WJOIMgds 3Jmbsc ydgdobodo. ,«9fob-
@9l @OHmdo, 356939 3560 08sL 9093s: 0905¢Hbg 309360 ©s 00sl
J939b0Bbm3m, s8obomgol, Gmd J9dsHmbg ms30lL  gdsbs Fz0¢emlsoz000
gL 9309005 ©s d30¢mol dbgsgbs awemo bdzoms ydoborgol™
(6d9gw0sbo, 18590, a3. 216).

Sew. mMdgE0sboll mddom, ydsb bgdoldogH O™ Fggderm ds-
GMb»b BEGHMAOMDS, MHBYZ30LsM30Ls g LoMbMZzMHOLIMZOL Jobgens. ds-
Gmbo s yds bdoMo ghms 0yzbab, 9hmo LoowMmdwbgb, gMm-
9s6900Bg BMMbo3bab, FoMHdog s wbobloi a39Mom gabab gorm-
3sbgob. 300E03MBOL SHBOOm, ,Ml533060390s 0dsmTosi 093b69b (3vI10-
bo 353b0, 9699 Mhgombo, o3 9gMH@M0sb LoBMYsMGdoLOMZ0L gl
53096039 ©0sH J30Mge . M5 s bs, s¢gduiobtg MmMmdYEr0sbols
LGOG05d0 ©53gbs0d) MHMIBEH0BYOME0s oLEMMOMEo Lobsdwzowry
(60l 250m3 LodFMMS OLEHMMOMYMIBOSLS S WOEIOOEHOMNI M-
B9g™d5d0 5egJLobMg MMHBGE0560 Mgod30mbIMoEIs 4odm3bogdmeEr0),
959658 1LYFIMNWOIBMBS FMOMBMZL 5©00b0dbML, BMT oLEGHMOOWS©
053Mbydmdol Jommmwo 8mEIwo goM339whows FosMowsg 4obl-
b353900 0gm OHMLYWO 565eMYoLOYD o 985D FommomMgdl 9GS
dbmwME ,03900 MomMdoL FoMImMIsygbgwo segdLobMy mGMdYEO-
560, 965390 9M9gMHMO ,,0b5WMIMIJ03”, o TmOOL — 93530 §9M9-
Y0, 05300 2M3g05930¢0. 9309030 ,398boLEYIMLBOL Fqlobgd
53930, GFglsi 659300 3965306 ILEGOL BdOVEISE BOEMbYIM-
O0l 53MmMygE ML, 53bogdlL: ,,00 3965L369¢» oBMmIo dsBMmbydem-
3sL olgmo bsbosmo s6¢s 3Jmbos Logsmoggermdo, Gmgmms bbgsgsb. ol
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oger by ddEo, 9H8s69000056 »IREGEL-MF3GMbeo  sdm-
3000909¢0905. 85H™Mbo 0936050 35hMmbos s FobBso 3s¢Gmbo...
9b bodyzgdo gehomo 603bs396 dbGb39¢m0, 035639¢000 ©S S(S RS-
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A30gerbs 5 930560lsE. 50 bs0Msm BoH™Mb-ydmds bodbsgs os-
bsbpm@s  MRGL-9036HMbyer  ©s00m300909¢0908b... @5 9Ms b5ds-
50193 0635698¢mBsb“ (FgMgomgero, 1960, a3. 92).!

OMAMO3 3b9I3M, 93530 §9M9gmNEol IMBsDBMGds LErmErs gdmb-
3939 5¢9gLsbMg MMBdY0sBOL TgbgrEgdsls.

LU996500L 30boL* I0356 Bozwro sergdleb®g mMmBYE0sbo do-
0Bbg3L 08 256M9dMgdsL, OHMI 0a0 939090S MO A93MEILIOME, GHO-
36 5803539, 96599 godMmbs3ewols 990mbgz935Bg, FMODY: ,,056H05¢M00,
sbamsbgero 3960 bmaogmool 0985H™b9ggdobsgsb 8930xgen Omdb-
QM5 0530L yd9dol do®0osbso 33¢m98s s X s608900L (36008935, 058 -
38 gb 5033560 U57§09900 b&>99engd00 56 dmdbs®s... 08 306980b535b,
30b90s3G $90mBL Fb7sd9“ (mEOdgosbo, 3. 1980, a3. 170). sewgdlsb-
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bod®seryemols 3sdm 3emgbgdobs” (mMdgarosbo, 1980, a3. 168).

3YIBOMY30ME IOl 5¢9JLebMg MMdG0s6oL LoEYzgdo:
»Bg0c2 bgerdfoggm! 585 sbers God6dsbgom, ol ododbsb 306 séob, 9
36 3s00gmbos 0dobo bsbgero s 563 gmxzos 0dso bosberdo, 6c09-
@03 Y39¢23l 3036MmB0 08500 396HIMBSs... s ImbsGS 0335600
30 508530 03500 bsberdo, oom®9d 89 093m0690m©s* (MmOHdYEX0560,
1980, 33. 168).

5¢09gJLobMg MMdg0sbo 50b0TbsgL, GMI FgdsGMbgMadsb gergb-
05 Bog3M5Bg LodMOLLL Bogergds sblYbgdgb bmewdg LoadoMoldoMmm
bsbosmMOL BogdBHIOLSE, MMES 3635000 bawls MBscms396 s dBMZg-
©md96 aegbgdb.

5¢9dbobMg MMBdY0sbol sHBMOm, LMoL 30bg* MBRG™ g-
3965l 3353L, 300069 OLEHMOOWME INPLOMBL. Mo B39BL OLEHMEMO-

1 3bgogL IMLEBOYISL 53005MHJBL ZOHOYME HMBSJ0d3. 0b. (BMdsdodg, 1990).
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500 365350 0lYMO 53d5305, MMIGEroiE dgusbodbog Tobogrsl 0dgrgls
dbsG3Mo Bofo®mdmgdolsmgzol. 300G03mbol mddom, mv ds0bis-
35063 0LEHMM0MEo MbBMEGdoL IHgMs Mbms 93BHMOL, Fggderm
399099g9gbgd0bs LYMHSTol (30bol Tgbobgd SOLYIMWO HMSYOMNO 35BHEMO-
™G0 d0bs5MLOL QoEIM3EY0s.

5¢09JLobMg MMBYE0sbo 56 Fo0RBI3L AOTIMMNEIGOMEI® MOZS©-
SBBsOMIOL, OMIMOE 39539 LME0swwEmo Jeslol, 3M0@H03s5L. dolo
d9bgommgdom, 3(gmomo MROM DBMms©Oo, J03M0 bslosmol 3MHMd-
93900 Mbs 06¢gMHILEOIOMPIL, OHMAMOIO0ESS, BoPIPOMIQ: SWS-
905bms 4 MHOW™dy, MOl ©9353H03(3990)CMds, FGINIOMHHE]-
M35 @5 Lbg. 98 035¢LsBOOLom  300EH03MBOLIMZ0L  BodsQsmomMS
30436 3omaml d90mddggds: 88 B396L 939956500 ,,Ls6GSErM9dOL-
05b5“ (00Yg0s8¢») 5089605, B3 «9563500Tm, Grdcwgdobsgsbsg 8930
3903 30Lpo3em0m, 0 Heamez Hogos olg s599690L dpgesero 0d bs-
396b5“ (mOdge0sbo, 1980, g3. 167). Logmerolbdms, ™I MgoeroBIols
3989MB4360L 93mds8o segdbebmg MOMBY0sBOLMZ0L gBowmbs do-
0bg HMIsbEH03mbo 30myml d9dmddggds MBgds. glgg 3093 9OHPbgw
5Q3LEMM9dL ol Jobsgdb 0300 gdsl HMISBEH0BIoLs©T0.

5e09qJLobEg MMHdYE0sb0 50b0TbZL, BT TgdsBHMbgms Jslo, G
0995 169, 5 (OB 0©YSWMMO. MOMBEIE M) 53 LMoo 39bols
9563096905B9 §9gOL g0, 35806 0g0 3500 ME0s 2odmbfmMgdols
3003 Pggbml L. ,3303Mm3900 Lsdmsenmds @5 356abo 8930469800,
099 565 5 HYI0ol O[IH00 HMZMEH 35309360 bsgdl. 50000 RGH™
39X930985 0mbgds o 3963 a35bPs3¢r0m G0g0sbsm“ (Mdgeosbo,
1980, 33. 161-162).

5¢09JLobMg MMdG0s60 bl 0dol 45dm, MMA JsOmM39wo LoBMm-
39003900l bsfoel 53R693L oLiGMGormo FoMlvyemolsdo 6odogrol-
GO0 ©33M300PPMEgdoL 503bgdL. gl dsewby 3dodg Sbs@Esbo oym 0d
3930LOmM3z0l, MHMIGEoE S0TIOMJIS FoOlmwl s BT, M™A ,,d56-
OO MM 3oBLLZ939dMo 3bM3MYds 0gm MHob . LHimMgw 3 sb-
s moghgbowo  FH9bgbzool  dsgergbom bLboL 3HoE03Mbo Fmb-
Jodob 3F9OmE 3mboiosl.

5e09gqdLobEMg MMHBG05BL F0sBb0s, O™ dzqwols S SHEOL MEYS-
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0030b 56356, 56 Jglidol 09... B3 bsm, GHMI INEro 3503509mb ©s
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00050 sbsero 500mo3gbmb. ) 306030 963960900 5605b, G by b-
@5 3996mb... H&™I Bgbo  J30¢00d30¢m900 Jscoermdsbs J98mlbdozbogo-
696 00500 (mMdg0560, 1980, 23. 163). doewbg LOYgMIOIOMS O Gog-
&0, O3 5¢gJLobMg MMIY0sbo S3RbY3L JoMrer BsbMYsMIdMHO]
3B6MH™3690580 MO0 doMO0MOEO B350l 498Mm339000L, MmO ILOL -
05JOSL, MMIJMS3 ol F0OHMBOMOIE ,3MBLYMZIGHMOIOLS S 3OHMY-
O9LOLEJOL MFMEIdL. 53 IM3gbsl 3M0E03MbO LogLYdoo JsbMbBM-
9096 5 doLsLOETgd9w Bog@Eow dookbgzl:

»09OWS 9BYMBS, OMI MO0 ILO 005D, 3900 Bods-
Bos. gb ol 6oL, ob 8030350 s 3B sVsG 3MBRgdOm.
36MaMaLoLEJOL  Mbsm  3MBLYMZsBHMOYd0  dvoymb  {ob,
3MBLYMZEMM9d0L F939mM9d9gb xge Lobgdo 0ds0r: 3bsbmo Go
0969350. ©o0s M5 0g69d5, bs 3sbybo glodmsm Bm&bol v%b-
G0L53gOO sbg: 306V 58do3LS INEWOLLL MBS 353030 3390
SbEsbgls 39650 gdsl ogmebl 3(399gm. MOMbo 3560
653 0mdzoL, MM LoBMYsML HBEYMBOLS AoL539009d9w0 0ymU,
3™bgd0oL Lobsoeol JodEzgdo s JMEYbol LoboMagdem, MMmMgd

boyew 90m05, M3 20bsm mdzm, 20b dMwo, 20b sbswo
3965 gd0LS” (mOBdY0sbo, 1980, a3. 163).

»039000 35630° 9bs 0gmb LgMAZ39gE0 ,0boo AobsmEgdol dg-
Bmd0oL" oo dgeo.

5e09gqJLobg MmMHBYE0s60l FMLsBEOYOIMS gobbogolsls 3Mfdwxmb-
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