XIX bogy3mbg: g3mdod s moBghoGnms

25859 gobsdy
(bogomoggemm, odoemabn)

oo30l oblibo
(sems Jgogmonmob ggMobggzsmgdol 0b@gMm3my@s300bsmgal)

dobogobo 39@98mAgmDs, BMIgembs(y worms Jgmgmanmab® dmagata 3gMmbmbogo
3560(3000b, 8abo 86033bgmmds 398 6s3mgdsw LEmmaw 396 0dbgds gosdMgdamo, oy
bomo 56 gobes smmEab J3930L 8mEGnggda babdmasmgdsbmeb Jmbgeod@ol dmenm
09893%g.

sms Jgogmon@ob 43930 boBMdabdg M(36smMo s dbgmom sbablbbgmos. Gm-
amf(z agobbmgl, ngo bgz0LbdgMabasht nmbmgl gmmsebol g3sML do3350s60l Lyymals-

ogob 3bbgg@mdmo dgbbommb, bmmmm 98 mbmgbal Modymegol d98wmgg Abbgg@m3mb omgo-
omb boMogl. semmeslb 4(3930L 3banMmds ob 56nb, MM ngo mgdabash abgom MHedgl
0obmzglb s 39Mg mego 539093L, Mo bygbamgdol 3GB3Lmsb s Bgb-Rzgnmgdgd-
@56 bEgmns Jgnmagbgdgmons, 353603 Mmamgmb 396 5(36mdagFgdl 83sb, 396 semng-
359b Bgommdab, GmIgemdo(z 08ymeggds.

»OEORMm* 38960 mgdabomgol 0030l sMessdnsbns, ¢B3nbronn, gdmbaymewm
35630960 5MLgdss s sbgma sMbgdal bymal WdgHmabomzal dbbggH3mIgbotzom dg-
3906985 35993mbafo s ddbmmNGMmow dmymdgbgma 33Mgbgmmdss. dgmbgdMagas,
ab semmsbag Mbws gbdmeglb, ogMsd MRgds dmadgdwarmgds, ma dob ,mEgmemb”
Ly by BENB30Lo0 Mgdal J53646sMgdmmdal ndgwo og3b, 396 nodMYEL, Medwmgbow
3830(39° »3&Mab b, MmBmal ©sdbbgMmazobso (300mmdL s Moo obMmugds
2833560 (3000.

@bogMos, Mmame dgodmgds semmesbmgol 8mbammebgmo o6 ogmb magab
obmzbodg bgzobdgHal 3obbn, — GM3gmbsg gb 33MabgmaEa mbmgbs ,bbgs Gagol
d0dL, 3abBogn® dObmemasl g3molb — oboss 080@m3, GmM3 sdg356a 3obbo, obe-
Ao goedom, sbgdoma dob 339 Bomgdymo 543L. Bm(zs 0go JoGamgmgdl d4y-
(390056 MEMadMHdMmnb 53d53L 1y3900 5 338mdL: ,,08 (36Mbgdmmbs 3y zombo M 30bs
Lgdoym gumos®, dob 353063 bobGsw FmdFnsb: ,Hol 833md, JabGob (3bmbgds o6
36gM0ms Mgmmos!. gomggdofns, Mod dgadmgds sx50d65306mb sermsl, Hm3 gl
3o&9amGogmoa 3mbagos Jgbadmgdgmoas dgozzommb, domndg@glb, Hmd dobo godm-
bo@g0b d580ga o8 5s80560L JMbgemod@o Lodmasmgdsbmab Bbmemmeu 863930905 —
0930 5009 353300060 JobGab (36mbBgdal 300Rbg3l Bomdmmma gbmowm, sMsdgw© ,4M-
RKem® 380l (3690l Fodsmm doMdsmmbuma LobobGnzob godmgmgbsdyg, dobomgal

28



bgmob 8mdmsdyg oMol gdsb; bonemm senmos mg8ob badsGmamb, Hmdgmag Im 3eyemo
3@l ababoftgdsl nbmbgdl, ,(3mm3e-domam dmbsmmumb® Mbmeogdl. semuosl
363300560 bogydggmn o6 o43b LrgMmegl, Mmd 53 LodsMomoo JsbmgMgda baem-
bo Logmoefn mgmsegdobmgalb ,gOgammb® bymal dg39069dsl 3g86ybomgdmaMao
dmggowgdo.

bo@mdody oMol J(3935L aoboggdl beob 03 aoMmgdmgdol gosdbmgds, GmA bg-
30L89Msb Londocda ngo o6 dLodMMgdL, Me@Gmd mgmal godsMmmadmon aumo-
bob g3Gabogal 353350060 3zommal ,dgbggBgdal® — o6 mo3eMsgmdl mogal sbo
bmgmbgozadg, o6 (3EoEmmdlb magobo sbomo sl Fgddecn@gdal ©s8@ 303909,
Amdgmbog Jobo mbmgbs gdyemgds. Mo dgndmgds ngmb 530l dadgda, oy 56 ob, A™3
356 gb B0 dabiMa 3mmadoz Mo gmMdoo 35653 9339 oM, Mdgogamm gomdbo-
o bggba@gdl: 396 go@yzom, 35360 Rzgbs 3oMm, Jo@@mm Azgb 33bw0sb gwsbo,
B396s 3(3bmbogdom, gMxmmmo 3u36da dogmol §dgbsbo... 530b mddno 3batedsmamdm,
0300d30mm 91390090 0(3006, yggmaba JoGmamb 33mdgb, 4565 306s(35 3x0(30067!%.

030b goMEs, Hmd dgMon 3Mmbxygbogdalb dnbgmznom o6 ymab 508d0sbgdL (36mbgdals
00fbgdo© ©d (36mbgdalb dgbadmgdemdsls dm 3mgdamadow, semmsd Mobs@madgmgdl
085%g(3 dogmams, o 93 Jgbgommadol gfm-gfma dmegstn bayMogbos — m3gm-
00 35939(3Md3L L, AR Mmmba” oboggdl. LbmeMgo 985L 6ndbogb 3mbGgLEL, Lol
(36MBgdol sl gofgabamoem, doacod oMs JabssMbmdMmogem (3 boma sermeol
qb godmbomggadn: ,d00 35dgd 3o939(3MBILY, o6 0YnEgds FNmOES®, HMImoms(3 ngo
3obybMAL 3obsdmbaydMal ¢339 (30&0MgdyYm Mgdmongol: ol 536md, Job@ab (3bm-
6gds o6 abgMnms Mgmmoas!. semmoal bo@yzgdo gumobbdmdlb — 3o¢939(3mdab dg-
dgbs dgdmgdgmos 080@m3, M3 0an mebosymmomos, sb4 dob m3gHmo s6nggdl
3@3056L Mg mmob gobn@hggmo s s8nm (36mbgdal RoMLL broab.

b930bdgMMS6 Loammgdn seEs sbgo sBEGEL s gs8mm3zdl, Ms 30 ozab, M3
3o ©a3o6b3bgdgma domms 33moeg oM gdbgds, ababo 33meg aomagdstin s Jommady-
o oMmhgds. gb 398 y39mgdL, Hm3 bobsdwgnmgda senms Lagbgdoom Gbabmow swod-
359L go6gdm3 (339 Bgommdsal s magal 3mddgogdsl LEmMgo dabo Momdal gomgs-
mabbobgdoo Bamdsmmagl.

o) 93 3Mbgdom 3mdgb@L bgozgmmdsedn 3odmbagdm, bo@mdady semwsl J3930L
mmaongd obg godmngzgomgds: ngo ayosbal g3Gobawdn 358n30b(39300 a303L gmEMIs-
mdal, sbEYmadL sMLgdym Babl s @gmabaLabyEmabgsb nobmgl ,dsmbsmeagals
bobgembg dbbggMm3molb dgbomgsal oby, Gm3 msegobo mbmgbal dgbdgbsl o6 dmgemal,
borenm Bz 0bmgbadg Momb Bn0mgdl, 839090L 0dsl, Gorg Babsbbom og3b aomsebyag-
Boeo —bg30L8960b bo(33mo M300Mb LBaMsgl BbbggMm3mb amobal ggo6b do3dsw0-
obo 3gzomal bymob Lafame; smyyms grmmegds mgdal 3336 Mgoanmgdsb mogal
890985y, 3bsss babxgmobmgal, Hm3gmacs, Bmamez Jabogzol bogbgdoo (3bswos,
3565M35maE 3myggds o3 Jdggdol — mgdol mgsmmsabgogom, sEbsbamm 33Mgbgemmdsb.

bo@mdody Mg ammb® Lymalb Labmbgdmewm 3bbggMm3mal dgbofzam semms
305bMgdmo sbbadl bm b mogalb ngols, assbMmgdamaw ndgdbal dob dybE o g-
Moo — 3@ oz dgbadyzobl, bagsbagdmm sbogbl 0dob mgsmbsBabm ©gdmb-

29



LEMEMYdSL, Jgadmads 0mggsb, nmubEHamgdsl, Mm3 mIgFmmo JMbygbon®o 60d6om
o6 SboMnbbgdL 5058006793L LymngMm-BbgmdMaga mgsmbsbmabom LEYmesbmzbadsw
©d oMb MmMusbmgbgdow, Lobuggzgmdo s gMExMbymdn dmbsbsgoMgdow; sdn@md
mafbggmo ,aEgnemb® bymal (36mbgds dgbadmadgmos.

sl §8gmgds 300bMgdmmo ©s 80bsb3ndsMomnmoas — Jgabgdmmo 53dmbos mg-
3ol Mo@a309mo Mgmogool Bobssmdmga s babmgsmmagdal Mgsdool dgabgdmmeac
a0dmbgq30. 93 936930096 ™M, M6sGMIgmmemazal N30 NMgbsm asdsmnbosbgdgmo
43ggdom semys Lagmmamn bgdom ooGgbl ogL mgdal Mobbgol, Gmdgemas oMo-
oM™ LodmgsEmMydobash dmzzgmsl, sMe8gwm Lozgmambsay dgodmgds Imabbaggdogl
dobomgob: ,dsbdMmgdd bgsbyEndgamgdds dmadoMxg00b6 RoMgdo, Mbws Lzgb Jgog-
mo@bo, 3o3sbom gmgMgb Mgamada®.

08sb, Bm3 semEs Jgogmanma s@bgdomo mzgommb asbgbabmamoglh magabmagl
33036 Lobyggmb, dg@om 860dzbgmmgaba GLagmmmaan@-ImEsmumn ©s Jbmegyem-
dbgozgmmdcngn bsbsddmgmgdo odsb. smoal megasbbomzgabigh @dadagdl obgoon
dofgmmo s 3dmogmn dm@nggdn, Hm3 gb magasbbomgs smzomgdemmdal babosmb
ndgbb.

s@s Jgogee@al me33039@qdmmo Jdgmadol yzgmedg mMmds dm@nggda dgad-
mgds ©30bsbmm 08 30boygddn, HMImmgddag dobo Lymago Ladysmm sbggg yzgmady
3o 36l BomdmBgbomo — 8ol 3m3dsmmm bomgsda (,30bs5 3@gemds Bobbyn-
©3b...") @ gobbs 3mommgdoom LodIsdo.

m6039356, bomgadoz s LBy, YinEMEgbew 363539 >ddolb s ggobgdab
Logobos smEsl s dobo mobs@mdgmagdal (36m3EMgds dmmnsba, ©3YsMgdeema
oLEMmgdgm Jncabdogdadg s LabbrmabrgGedy. bamgsado senmeol megabo be-
Bmgomgdol ymas oeg0sb dmmmdwg dMobdsdngdmmdam, LsbGogo domswm-
b0l (3m@g0m, babbmmoom gogmgbmomom gbabgds. 3 gmggada Labbmosbas, (3mwgnsbos
@300 Mgmoansi — bobbeob amdgdo Rsdoasto ssd0560lb dgbobgd semmms 3bsGgm
godmmdb: ,30Mx35600 ©0bgMmMEoL, 30003 bagwsmdo sMns®. mgdolb GMomazomemo
Mgmogool Lobbmoom bBodombammdol — dob dogM Lobbmolbdmgmgmo domomdal,
d960bdngdolb ©s306mbgdal gMmdsedem s 3@ 30369mo ©absbgaz JoMbabmdl sena-
©ol, O™ ,mgmadgomo m39mgl 03006, H™3 Jgndmgdgmoas s©sd0sbgdals @ Emmo,
3mBs 3300693 9m0 gomadymmds m3gmmal 6gdol dgbsdsdabo agmb...

seyEal boemgs gs8mbso@oegl 8ol GFsegnimm asbimsl, ®m3 ngo domomdsdy ©s-
gd6gdgemo, domosbom (3mE300 dmEmmo gmxzgogmgdolb mobsdmbsbomas oo goba-
gmagmos dobgob, Hm3 53 Ba@gdagom PEaEIme @ Pdrgzgero ymeoghgdalb Gyzgs.

LoBFoEdn s MELL Mmagabo s 038 Labmgsmmadol (3bmgEgds, MMIgmbei ggmo-
360b, LobbmalbdmgMgm JgMabdagdoms godnmdgdam, 585dHDgb BAHgdcmnbgse Bom-
dmmggde: 3ol gbnbIMgds, Hm3 amy3m mabs@mdgmb Lbgs bggbaFmgdmsb ghomew
ammgmdl o bomoddfmme, dncal Ladngdmow gddoEgds; 564 smymsbmgal megabo
MBBgmbdoo 91339 993boMeg0 @s smBodgmmgdgma Lobbmmobrma@Ms 33moeg MbosbEMmmE©
a6dgmEgds s Mm300mby(3 333, dggmgdafem Imbsbomgmdl dsbdn, Moz ebsds-
@b abgesg 3dndy gmdbmdsal 30g3 NBc™ ¢ddndgdl, 0dwgbow, GmA Lo 3nmat megl
3obndomom semodgadl.

30



ab begds LodIsGdo dmzomal godmzbawgdol domao — 8ol Bog® Bmgmmemo dugo-
ab bo@o abggg o6 obggbgdl seyymal, Bmami(3 35369&L mo30b0 BLbggM3als, 356 3mL
shfomon. bLobdomo dmgmo Lobogbom godmba@esh sermwol 9@ sbgm Lobwabol Jgb%-
Bl 39g(30emal 3m 3gmol asdm — 34 zommo babgemb Madl bymdo s Logzwomb nmbmgl
3abgob, Boma(3 bydnbgm 3 33mgmo@ 53Mdbmdnbgdl dsb maglh, bmmm bgzbyMms ymegal
030L93L Bmam (3 ,madMmdom, b3mgdal 46g300m demBsb®, Mabaz Imbrgglb semmwsl
3096 mogobmagol — 883306 ymgedo 33mognbmgdnmem Rsddmmol — ababgs 3ozngs-
3000, 35(30L bmE (300 3dmmIgema.

>l @M b ymmdal 5680393sbymmdom ©sdabobygdaym (3bmagdsda dm-
Bobomgmdobmgol meg0b sGnEgdal 3gndmgdmmdom, s8a30M0 (3bmgMadol Gyzgmds-
do @omhgboo Lod3oma gsbLognMMgdom d33g0Fo asdmbagogl ab, Gm3 agn 396
abgEbgdl Lagmmata 3obadamabgnmn o4&l dgby3g@ob, omdzs doal gb og@o. »wo3-
Ry X8 30008 ©380@gs, 3930L b (3 0gm B360560; 3Ldadwn, FbsMsg@s MM(zoms 3o-
30b bgen-ggba dgmosba... .

LobNbOL BogH Bbomadym ©s Jgbxbom sermEsl dymb o 5dMBybgdL begymomo-
M0 ma30, LogmmeMo (3mEg0sba (3bmgMgds, GmMdgma oM Imdsgsmdo dgadmgds
aymb bbgsbsnfo; gbadmgds mogabo s dmgmo bodmgswmmgdal asbnbygzgdgma go-
(30L33m0m Jgdmamumon sEbLdMds, HMImabash gomsegzabygmgdol dgbsdmgdmmdasl
396 bgogL, MmBmob gog®mdgmgdsz snomgdmom dmnbggb MHmam&z mgdab byz@b.
ymzgeozg gb 8sb babmbam 339m0mgdado sg3mgdb.

3990 gdoggmal 38060l Jobogobo ©Madol sMbol goggdel ss@gamgdl LobmBam-
3399030l 306 398mM0bggmo sbsboomgds — ,Logzwomom osgemgds”, bbgmmgds,
Gmdgeng 3L 0hgbl Bmam 3 onbEnmgdgmo bymagfo sgmbas; ngo dmmmdwg o6
3agl, 8ogMe8 ofi(3 5(3m3bEmgdL 5053056L; 356bs MMM GIMmo M3y, yzgmody 653-
300 babmbamzzgmamgdab go3m3b3930 30 Babosmgbow Ly Fmmsma s@bgdal Boymgd-
mddd, 353300 dMomgnmmmdal gobzoss.

©56535mal g®dbmds, bobmabol Jgbxbs, Mmogobmegew, bmemme Mbosgmeyme obo-
390L, @bl s 8bgMg3L 50s8056L. 5MLYdMAL FmbadEgds, HMI xmygmbgmal dg-
Lobgd Botdmeagbs Batdmdgs ombinmadmom 3@sbgsega, babmbscd 3ggma bobmabal
496560 gLodmmmaonMds o dmGomyMmds godmsEnmgdsd. gobgmgdgmo Loboo-
Lob Jgbxbob o bodzgmm LabmBam33gmamagdal, asdywmdgdymoa byymagmo Bsdgdal,
330m380L gmxmbgorn® 8pamdsmgmdsedn smdmhbrpgds smums Jgomgmanng.

2933060 damdamgmdoesb gMmogmon gsdmbogamas dmbabagds — bLEYmo
a5(36md0gMgdamn s 500sMgdymo (3mEgz0bash MowngzsmnMo gsdogibs o 3os3-
FGgmo §dg0gds, 8089 0dob sbobobmonMmgdmo, Mo 908805635 Mmoz0bmagl
o9y bbggdb ondsgs. b. gMobznl mgemmsebgozom, boboabal Jgbxbol Gobgzs wsnd-
mg3o dbmenme bbgoazsta §obxgal, Lbgsggomo bLoddodaol Gz0Mmgdoo, dLbzgM3moals
35 gd00, Bmdgeog dGemb godmabynwal; gb ool ,x360b gbe®, JbbggHdmasmgdals
JabGosbmma abs, Mm3gmbdy dgdmastini dMomal gsdmadbyngge s Lymalb gob-
3396bgdgm 3LbggMm3mb boygeGmmoom, bogzs@mal gmmabogalb gonmgdl.

sy bEmMgo sby gonmgdl dbbggHm3mb — bogzetmmoao dugsmabsdo MHmamEi(s
30bmzolb dgofgel sbemmdmom J(3gumo 90s80560bs©d0, Mmamz ,0030L @sdabo
d30boEdn“. e 3ol godm MdMomme 3NESGL 30 56 0d9@& 9oL dbbggMm3mdgbabotsrm,

31



Mdge ma30lb 3yse agMdbgdmmmdal s 3gmomumgmdsl ddmdmog® gogdmdo,
oo babmgo@mgdfng LGsGMLL s 33GMMNG YL, 0300 Lo gmed bogmzbegl.

9L ®30039606M35 Loboabl J9bxbobash, sbsdommal 3@sbyxsgmo acmdbmdabgsb,
Lobmbom 3ggmamgdabgsb semmesl asdsmagobygmgdgmos. dGsmal godmdbynwgg-
o 3bbggM3masmgds 3oL 96 LymagMa 3ob3nMbgdal Lobnbomswm, 96 Lo zgmamobBabs
06596 35b6b3gbmowm gd(3930-

3me30b — 98 J58mbggzedn 333mgmmdolb — asdmbynwgs 8mbsbngdom ©s dbbggm-
3mgamgdom, Labgamal bgdogmgmmdoma Gzofmgdom — JMabEosbyma gmogob gb
35600003305 35bbmE(309madamo seyes Jgomgmon@al dgwdn, 0bgzg MHmamey Mob-
3mmbogmgol §Eogogmm abGmMosda.

o933 Mobgmmbagmgabash gobbbgeggdom gogs gdoggmol adoml sMo306, 563
9600 5580060 o6 gbdamgds dMsmgmmmdom gsdmbzgmmo byymogHo Gebxgobasb
3bbbgemon, dMaomab go8m8Lynagmo dmbsbogdal s 8bbggM3masmgdol 3bab sMRggs-
do, gL 96hRg3560 Bomnsbaw dabo DBgMdMagan nb@mn(300l Boymggns. sbgzg ofogab wob-
3oMgd0s 3oL, bosMgdmes JMab@osbama Bb6gmdalb bbgs obgo gudabgyem 360bs0-
3983, Mmam@gdaed ,0Ms 3o gme®, ,a09zecmgom 3&gfbo mgdzgbba”, ssgal
adomsgas dobmgal, Hm3 ,mzmadzomo 1390gb 0(3006%, EmB @3gHoma sesdnsbms
Gom3gne gobognM-bsmb3nbmgdmoz xamgalb 3o o6 Bysmmdl, s®sdgm 8oL domgemo
3oEMdM0omds Myzomb. gb 3M0b(303gd0, sbgomn MIgHmo SeNEsd Mmzommb, L3MBEe-

bfo, Lognmema dmGsmyma semmb s 3@ 30369mon Lyymogfo gedmmomgdal
Byommdom s0dmahnbs ms30Lmegdn, megol s®Lgdsda.

39¢)5 3do39mad BomImbabs bmoasw ghggnmm, Mbogsmea dmgmgbs: badnbgem,
SBLmEn@aE BoMBMMbdn 353mIbyzgMmas s©a30sb6ds Mmz00mb gsndMnb@nsbs mago;
3oMBMEISMEGM ©o8mMY300090mo©, LmosmnMa go0Mgdmsb domgdyma Mondyg M-
G badmomb aomgdg bamdmoamanbs m3gMmmo JMobEnsbmmow, 3m3sb0dgdnma.

0dghmndg sbgmn Bomdmoanbs seeabomgal ol bagcwmgbos, Gm3gmoi 3undo-
Bl dmEomyM-Ggmogono 53dmbgdom Lsdmasmgdsbmab Mowngsmn@ ©adn-
M0L30Mgdol s 93 9330390 94G0o dFomgmmmdol aMdbmdabash magal
bbbl Jgodmgdabgdl; dgodmgdobgdl gondmgmmb asbmagfnma Jobsgsbo sMbgds,
©3dmomb mogobmegmob m@Mds 3mbxmoad@n Lodmasmgdobmeb 3mbygmoad@al dm-
mm3g 30363539500,

39¢19-3do39mol 3gAbmbaygn maz0bgdamo gongmol doGmgbyma gsbzomamgdals
03 LGN dL, HMImMmgdlbsoz 30M3gamMa aodm33gob — BobBmIgdlL sbm(309mgdl gb-
29803060 bLBOENNESE, 569 aMdbmdgdl, gdm3098L, 3695950L LB njosl 3nbgdgdemo
36bgdmdoEsb gmogyma bGemoabygb, 3@sbxggmn bbgmdfngan Mgnmgdbooo ©sddo-
3gdmmo ymaxzogmgdobzgb s Hgmogon®o bGewnobygh, ®mIgmby swednsbn 33390-
Mo 0beogoEmsmodgdnm — ©s oMy gmmIomadgdam — MMmogmonmdab s3ysmgdl
0396M0006...

3LbggM3maamgds, mgdol Bngf s 3abEgdmma Labggmal, 3dmdmonma Fbscowsb
30d939800 580bs s abmgal, MabsgzzaMggmas, 3dadgs (,gMmbgm dombrs smmab,
gfobgm Imdmmbgs mogabe: ,8dg0mdom, baxgobzggdm, aodsbsgmbm mgsmabs!
dd300mdom, Agdm Labzemm, ammdo 83dmgemm dMsmabs...“). dogmed 03037 @MU

32



ab Labggemo d39d5(3 60l dobmgals, 08o@GmB8sz, HmM3 magh ©ssmbgznbgdl dsb mgdals
36m36930b bgbobogol, Hm3gmbsy goMongseman mebbrogsl bLobbmobrmgms s Mm3-
ab dgbododabow sMbgdmdal asg®mdgmgds oot bn@b s semo gmdmos.

SMNES Jgmgmono, demngfo, 359353960 d0bgdal, Jgu3mzem 8mddgwgdsl Rgg-
Dm0 5030560, 396 9391985 (3m@30060, LobbEOsba ymegals, Mbogmegm Laboobols Jq6-
%60b s LobmBamzggmomgdol LaGybommdo Lymagf 33MBdL o gowsedgmgmo

43gmad0m — 3bbggM3masmadom go5bgMgzlb dob yeyy 390mgdL.

Tamaz Vasadze
(Georgia, Thilisi)

The Salvation
(on the interpretation of Aluda Ketelauri’s transfiguration)

Summary
Key words: Vazha Pshavela, Aluda Ketelauri, pangs of conscience, feeling of guilt, sacrifice.

The inner metamorphosis experienced by a titular protagonist of “Aluda Ketelauri”, its
significance cannot be more or less fully understood unless the motives for Aluda’s behavior at
the last stage of the confrontation with his commune are clarified.

Aluda’s sacrificial offering for the “unbeliever” is a thoughtful and purposeful act — an open
revolt against traditional beliefs and practices of the commune and a conscious challenge to his
fellow villagers. With this unprecedented, extremely provocative act, Aluda at his own free will
takes upon himself the wrath of the community where the only fit punishment for this act is expul-
sion or even death.

The most profound motives of Aluda Ketelauri’s selfless action can be seen in the passages
where his spiritual world is manifested also most profoundly — in his nightmare vision (“Who
seeks enmity” ...) and especially in a dream.

Both in vision and in dream, the subject of extremely acute perception and evaluation is the
life of Aluda and his fellow villagers which is totally based on endless revenge and bloodshed. In
his vision, Aluda views the existence of his commune totally wrapped up in sin of blood feuds,
revenge and cruel violence. Aluda’s vision expresses his tragic feeling that he is an integral part of
the life based on violence, totally wrapped up in sin and a captive of an unchangeable like fatum
and the irresistible existence.

In a dream, Aluda imagines his life and the life of the community he belongs to as the vicious
cycle of bloody revenge. For Aluda, the already terrible in its immorality and outrageous blood-
shed continues indefinitely and he himself participates in it again, which further aggravates his
feeling of guilt so much that he begins to perceive himself as a cannibal.

This happens in a dream when Mucali appears — the figure of Mucali whom he had slain does
not give Aluda a rest, just like Banquo’s ghost to Macbeth. The dream in its entirety expresses
unbearable pangs of conscience because of killing Mucali. Aluda’s depression by the impossibil-
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ity to avoid participation in the anti-human distorted life, remaining a captive of such a life is
especially vividly expressed in a dream by the fact that he fails to interrupt his own cannibal act,
although this is disgusting to him.

Being exposed and tormented by conscience Aluda hates and does not endure himself, his
own sinful life, that cannot be otherwise in the future too; he hates the existence of himself and
the entire commune, besmirched by permanent enmity and manslaughters, from which he cannot
escape, and which he will have to continue all his life as a member of this community. All this
leads him to despair.

The understanding of the inner drama of Vazha Pshavela’s protagonist is facilitated by the
characterization of despair according to Kierkegaard — the “sickness unto death”, which is mani-
fested as a constant spiritual agony; worse than any illness, but it does not allow a person to live;
primarily caused by a rejection of oneself and a feeling of terrible, irreparable guilt.

The only way out of this state of repentance is to fully realize and radically dissociate oneself
from recognized sin and a decisive act aimed at compensating for the harm that a person has done
to himself or others. According to S. Frank, the suffering a pang of conscience can be overcome
only by taking on another kind of suffering, another kind of burden, by offering a sacrifice to
redeem one’s fault...

Aluda’s salvation lies in self-sacrifice from remorse, from anguished feelings of guilt, despair.
The sacrifice offered for the atonement of guilt will turn for him either a precursor of spiritual
healing or inner cleansing before death.

Redemption of sin — in this case of murder — repentance and sacrifice, voluntary burden of
punishment — this paradigm of Christian ethics is realized in the fate of Aluda Ketelauri, as well
as in Raskolnikov’s tragic story.

However, unlike Raskolnikov, nobody helps the protagonist of Vazha Pshavela in choosing a
path that will relieve from spiritual suffering caused by guilt, repentance of the sinner and sacri-
fice, and this choice is entirely the result of his moral intuition. And no one preached to him that
God shows mercy not to separate ethno-religious groups of people, but He loves all humanity.
Aluda discovered this in himself spontaneously, with his own essence thanks to his own painful
spiritual experience.

For Aluda, such a human conception of God is a support that will give him strength in a radi-
cal confrontation with the commune by humanistic moral-religious revolt and by this selfiess act
release from guilt feeling; will help him to integrate the torn inner essence, overcome the deep
conflict in himself by aggravation of the conflict with the community.

The protagonist of Vazha Pshavela in his own way passes those levels of personal growth that
Kierkegaard highlights — transition from the aesthetic level, i.e. from the existence of the aban-
doned feelings, emotions, spontaneous passions to the different level of morality, to the existence
aggravated by agonizing moral reflection and to the religious stage at which a person establishes
clearly individualized and not formalized contact with God.

Aluda Ketelauri, an impetuous youth, brave combatant with strong, bold character, cannot
reconcile with sinful bloody existence, with fruitless remorse of conscience and spiritual death in
captivity of despair and by a decisive act — offering sacrifice destroys the walls of habitual social
frontiers.
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