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literaturis Teoriis sakiTxebi 

irine modebaZe
Tamar ciciSvili

(saqarTvelo, Tbilisi)

qarTuli mwerlobis sistemuri Seswavlis istoriidan:

petre umikaSvili

termini `literaturuli procesi~ mxo-
lod XX saukunis meore naxevarSi damkvid-
rda,* magram misi gaazrebis istoria araerT 
saukunes grZeldeboda. dResdReobiT `li-
teraturuli procesis~ arsi mravali kri-
teriumiT ganisazRvreba. erovnuli mwer-
lobis istoriaze saubrisas, upirveles 
yovlisa, viTvaliswinebT istoriul droSi 
mimdinare procesis zogadkulturul maC-
veneblebs da misgan damoukideblad arse-
buli mxatvrul-esTetikuri sawyisebis 
ganviTarebas. 

literaturuli procesis Taviseburebebs 
mSvidobian-evoluciuri da feTqebadrevo-
luciuri procesebis Tanaarseboba-monac-
vleoba ganapirobebs (ix. lotmani 2000 [on-
line]). Sesabamisad, SeiniSneba misi dinamikis 
cvalebadoba: aCqarebis – amaRleba-ayvavebi-
sa da krizisuli Senelebis – e.w. `dacemis~ 
periodebis monacvleoba. 

mwerlobis, rogorc erTiani procesis, 
ganviTarebis Teoriuli gaazreba XIX sauku-

neSi iwyeba, literaturaTmcodneobis calke mecnierebad Camoyalibe-
bis dros. sawyis etapze literaturuli movlenebis sistematizaciisas 
kritikosebi erT-erTi romelime principiT xelmZRvanelobdnen: biogra-
fiuli, istoriuli, esTetikuri, kritikul-eseisturi da a.S. erovnuli 

* XIX saukuneSi miRebuli iyo terminebi „literaturuli evolucia“ da „literatu-
ruli cxovreba“ (ix.: nikolaevi 2011: 10 [on-line]).
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mwerlobis istoriis periodebad dayofa (periodizacia) ara mxolod mi-
si sistematizaciis, aramed Sefasebis ZiriTadi kriteriumebis dadgenac 
gaxlavT, vinaidan droTa ganmavlobaSi gamoikveTa sistematizaciis sxva-
dasxva kriteriumebze agebuli meTodologiebi. 

mimdinare literaturuli procesis Semecnebas jer literaturuli 
kritika cdilobs, xolo gansxvavebuli SexedulebebiT gamowveuli disku-
siebi mwerlobis ganviTarebaze axdens gavlenas, rac mTel kulturul 
sivrceze aisaxeba. swored amitom qarTvel kritikos-moazrovneTa mier 
erovnuli mwerlobis ganviTarebis Sefasebis istoria ara mxolod qar-
Tuli Teoriul-kritikuli azrovnebis istoriis TvalsazrisiT aris mniS-
vnelovani, aramed axali drois literaturuli procesis ganviTarebis 
ZiriTadi tendenciebis Seswavlis mxrivac. 

werilebis seriaSi, romelic qarTuli literaturis periodizaciis is-
toriis kvlevas eZRvneboda, ganxiluli iyo s. dodaSvilis, al. cagarelis, 
al. xaxanaSvilis, i. WavWavaZis, k. abaSiZis, vax. kotetiSvilis, mix. zanduke-
lis Tvalsazrisi.* am kuTxiT mniSvnelovnad gvesaxeba petre umikaSvilis** 

* ix. ciciSvili, modebaZe 2018: 137-139; ciciSvili, modebaZe 2017a: 209-224; ciciSvili, 
modebaZe 2017b: 224-238; ciciSvili, modebaZe 2016: 326-329; ciciSvili, modebaZe 2013: 
177-194; ciciSvili, modebaZe 2012: 201-209; modebaZe, ciciSvili 2008: 106-111; modebaZe 
1998: 251-260.
** petre umikaSvili (1838-1904) – mkvlevari, folkloristi, publicisti, redaqtor-
gamomcemeli da dramaturgi, romlis piesebi qarTul scenaze idgmeboda.
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1903 wlis noemberSi dawerili naSromi „qarTuli mwerloba (Tvalis ga-
davleba dasawyisidan Cven dromde)“, romelic 1904 wels „saqarTvelos 
kalendarSi“* gamoqveynda (umikaSvili 1904: 474-499). 

umikaSvilis ZiriTadi mizania „qarTvelobiT“ xalxSi erovnuli siamayis 
grZnobis gaZliereba. misi azriT, „qarTuli mwerlobis mniSvneloba saqar-
Tvelos farglebs scildeba da is msoflio istoriisTvisac friad sayu-
radRebo movlenaa“ (cxadaZe 1981: 83). werilis SesavalSi kritikosi gvacnobs, 
rom sami aTasi weliwadia, rac „saqarTvelos da qarTvelobis saxeli ixsene-
ba qveynierobis istoriaSi da mwerlobaSi. am xnis ganmavlobaSi bevri aR-
yvavebuli  xalxi  da  saxelmwifo  srulebiT  dacemula  da  gamqrla; amaTi xe-
lovnebis nawarmoebi, mwerloba da TviT ena xalxisa momkvdara“, mgram qar-
Tveli xalxi gadarCa da SeinarCuna Tavisi unikaluri kultura (umikaSvili 
1904: 474). 

mkvlevris mizani iyo mravalsaukunovani qarTuli literaturis isto-
riis Sefaseba, misi sistematizacia da periodebad dayofa. petre umikaSvi-
li qarTuli mwerlobis istorias Tanmimdevrulad mimoixilavs da Semdeg 
periodebad yofs: 

I – dasawyisi mwignobrobisa (VI – XI ss.);
II – ayvaveba mwerlobisa (XII saukunidan monRolebis Semosevamde); 
III – Sesustebis xana (monRolTa Semosevidan XVII saukunemde);
IV – ganaxleba mwerlobisa (XVIII saukunidan XIX s-is damdegamde);
V – mecxramete saukune:

a) XIX s. dasawyisidan batonymobis gadavardnamde;
b) axali dro (batonymobis gadavardnidan XIX s. bolomde).

pirvel periods  („dasawyisi mwignobrobisa“) kritikosi mwerlobis Seq-
mnis droidan iwyebs da daviT aRmaSeneblis epoqiT amTavrebs. am monakveTSi 
mkvlevari, upirveles yovlisa, mdidar qarTul zepirsityvierebaze amax-
vilebs yuradRebas da qarTuli anbanis Seqmnis istoriaze Cerdeba. igi 
Tqmulebis mixedviT, anbanis SemoRebas mefe farnavazs ukavSirebs, magram 
aRniSnavs, rom, savaraudod, pirveli qarTuli wigni qristianobis miRebis 
Semdeg Cndeba („radganac dRevandlamde darCenils pirvel nawer wignebs, 
qvebze da fulebze warweras mxolod meeqvse saukunisa vxedavT“) da ukve 
„meeqvse saukuneSi naweri qarTuli saxareba (urbnisisa da qsnisa) gvimtki-
cebs, rom meeqvse saukuneSi gavrcelebulia qarTuli wigni“ (umikaSvili 
1904: 476). 

umikaSvili qristianobis miRebis Semdeg berZnuli enidan dawyebul 
„saRmrTo da saeklesio“ wignebis Targmanze („im gvaradve, rogorc evropis 
qveynebSi“) da im did Rvawlze mogviTxrobs, romelsac ber-monazvnebi mTel 

* wera-kiTxvis gamavrcelebel sazogadoebis yovelTviuri gamocema „saqarTvelos 
kalendari“ msaxiob, reJisor, dramaturgisa da kritikosis valerian gunias (1862-
1938) mier 1882 wels daarsda, 1903 wlidan „kalendari“ filipe gogiCaiSvilis saerTo 
redaqciiT gamodioda.
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saqarTveloSi eweoden, raTa 
gaeZlierebinaT qristianoba 
da „qarTveloba SeemagrebinaT 
cecxlis Tayvanismcemisa da 
mahmadianTa brZolis dros“ 
(umikaSvili 1904: 477). is basil 
didis, ioane RTismetyvelis, 
kirile ierusalimelis, gri-
gol neokesarielisa da sxvaTa 
Txzulebebs asaxelebs. umikaS-
vils arc Cveni winaprebis mier 
saqarTvelos   farglebs  gareT
dafuZnebuli eklesia-monas-
trebi gamorCenia – aToni, 
ierusalimi, sinas mTa,  Savi  mTa,
sadac qarTveli berebi moRva-
weobdnen „im ganzraxviT, raTa 
ufro axlos yofiliyvnen bi-
zantiasTan,  sadac  ufro   mkvid-
ri niadagi hqonda ganaTlebas 
da umetesi SromiT daxmare-
bodnen deda qveyanas“ (umi-
kaSvili   1904:   477).   is    gansa-
kuTrebulad ioane, eqvTime  
aTonelebisa  da  giorgi  mTaw-
mindelis  Rvawls warmoaCens. 
mkvlevris daskvniT, swored   

am   didi  mamebis Sromebma  gaamdidra  Cveni  mwerloba,  saqarTvelo  evropis   
ganaTlebul  xalxebs   daukavSira da maTi „warmatebis gzis moziare“ gaxa-
da, „daudva Seuryeveli safuZveli qarTul sityvierebasa da mwerlobas“ 
(umikaSvili 1904: 478). mkvlevari sasulieros gavleniT dawyebul saero 
mwerlobaze gvesaubreba da „wminda ninos“, „wmindaTa qarTvel wamebulTa 
da mamaTa cxovrebas“, agreTve, merve saukuneSi juanSer juanSerianis mier 
daweril saistorio Sromas – „qarTlis cxovrebas“ gamoyofs. kritikosis   
Sexedulebis Tanaxmad, sasuliero mwerlobis gavleniT gaCenil saero 
mwerlobaSi  bizantiisa  da  arab sarkinozTa  gavlena  ar  igrZnoba,   xolo  
„qarTul enaSi Tu Semosula rame arabulisagan, mxolod sityvebia bevri“ 
(umikaSvili 1904: 478). petre umikaSvili miiCnevs, rom sparsulma litera-
turam yvelaze didi gavlena zepirsityvierebaze, Tqmulebebze da „fala-
vanTa ambebze“ moaxdina. 

p. umikaSvilis naSroms darTuli 
ilistracia. warwerebi:

1. `mefe mirian xosroiani~
2. `mefe vaxtang gorgalas~
3. `mefe bagrat~
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mkvlevrisaTvis daviT aRmaSenebeli, saqarTvelos istoriaSi gamorCe-
uli mefe, „mamacobiT mxne, WkuiT gonieri, marTalT moyvare, zne keTili“, 
samagaliTo pirovnebaa, romlis epoqis Txzulebebidan gamoarCevs saka-
nonmdeblo mwerlobidan „Zeglis weras“, mxatvruli literaturidan ki 
„visramians“. kritikosi qarTuli literaturuli procesis ganviTarebis 
Sefasebisas did mniSvnelobas literaturul gavlenebs aniWebs da maT 
erovnuli mwerlobis gamdidrebis saSualebad miiCnevs. umikaSvili gan-
sakuTrebul yuradRebas uTmobs bizantiur da sparsul mxatvrul siste-
mebTan qarTuli mwerlobis kontaqtebs. igi Tavis mosazrebebs „visramianis“ 
teqstis analizis safuZvelze gamoTqvams. misi sityvebiT, „visramiani“ „me-
Tertmete saukunis Txzulebaa da naTargmnia vefxis tyaosnis wina dros“. 
marTalia, teqsti prozad aris Seqmnili, magram „SesaniSnavi poeturi eniT. 
TviT Txzulebis Sinaarsi romania, sakmaod mdidari, lamazis agebulobis 
formiT“. umikaSvilis azriT, „qarTvel mwerlebs ar akmayofilebda bizan-
tiis mwerlobis xasiaTi da gamoZebnes sparsul mwerlobaSi mxatvrobiTi 
forma Tavis poeturi bunebis Sesaferi, romlis mocema ar SeeZlo poeziiT 
Raribs bizantiis mwerlobasa“ (umikaSvili 1904: 480). 

maSasadame, qarTuli mwerlobis ganviTarebis am periodis Sefasebisas 
mkvlevari, upirveles yovlisa, yuradRebas Targmanebsa da literaturul 
gavlenaTa mniSvnelobaze amaxvilebs, magram aqve xazgasmiT aRniSnavs Cveni 
erovnuli mwerlobis TviTmyofadobas da SemoqmedebiT nayofierebas.

petre umikaSvili qarTuli literaturis meore periods „ayvavebas 
mwerlobisas“ uwodebs, romelic Tamar mefis droidan iwyeba da monRole-
bis SemoseviT mTavrdeba, „didebuli mefoba Tamarisa (1184-1212) Seiqmna 
umaRles drod qarTulis mwerlobisa“ (umikaSvili 1904: 480). mkvlevari 
xazs usvams am epoqis mwerlebis – CaxruxaZis, SavTelis, mose xonelis, SoTa 
rusTavelis damsaxurebas da miiCnvs, rom Tamaris sidiadem, maRalma niWma, 
zneobam, guliswarmtacma silamazem, poetebs „qeba-Sesxmis ena aadgmevina“. 
is darwmunebulia, rom warsulSi aucileblad unda yofiliyo „winamorbe-
di Sroma“, romelmac am mwerlebs „gakvaluli gza moumzada“, es viTareba 
ki poetebTan „SemuSavebul leqsT agebaSi“ naTlad ikveTeba. kritikosis 
rwmeniT, „am gvari saxe leqsebisa im drois evropiul arc erT xalxs ara 
hqonda“ (umikaSvili 1904: 480). 

umikaSvili sagangebod rusTavelis „vefxistyaosnze“ Cerdeba da aR-
niSnavs, rom Tamar mefis Zlierebis Saravandedma rusTavelis gulSi „ze-
STagonebis aRmafrena“, „ena tkbil galobad Sesxma“ gamoiwvia da „dauWkno-
beli poeziis yvavili – „vefxistyaosani“ Seaqmnevina. misi mtkicebiT, rusTa-
velis „vefxistyaosanSi“ geniosis idea, sakvirveli poeturi harmoniiT 
gamoixata da „umwvervales mxatvrul simaRlemde avida“. umikaSvilis dak-
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virvebiT, „vefxistyaosanSi“ gamoiTqva „qarTvelobis istoriis cxovreba, 
sulis ganwiruleba mraval mterTa Semosevis dros da imave wamSi sicocxlis 
wyurviliT aRZruli moqmedeba, Tavis gamodeba ukeTesi bedis ZiebisaTvis“. 
avtorisaTvis  swored  es  garemoebaa  mizezi,  rom qarTvelma  erma poema  Svi-
dasi wlis Semdegac Tavis yvelaze sayvarel wignad, „saukuno poeziis saun-
jed“ aRiara (umikaSvili 1904: 482).

petre umikaSvilis periodizaciis mixedviT, qarTuli mwerlobis mesame 
periodi („Sesustebis xana“) – monRolTa SemoseviT iwyeba da meCvidmete 
saukunis bolomde grZeldeba. avtori qarTvelebis Znelbedobis istori-
as aRwers, rodesac saqarTvelo ganuwyvetliv mtris – jer monRolebis, 
Semdgom Temur lengisa da sparselebis – Semosevas ganicdis. mkvlevris-
Tvis gansakuTrebiT mtkivneulia, rom im didebul epoqaSi, rodesac 
saqarTvelo „gamzadebuli iyo evropis xalxebis gzaze msvlelobisaTvis“, 
mterma warRvnasaviT waleka, cecxliTa da maxviliT gadabuga qveyana, 
„xalxi gavelurda da veRar gauTanasworda evropis xalxebis kulturas“, 
magram miuxedavad yvelafrisa, qarTvelma erma „saSineli brZoliT“ miwa-
wyali, ena da mwerloba SeinarCuna. kritikosi gulistkiviliT aRniSnavs, 
rom Cveni mwerloba ramdenime saukune „didad SeCerda“ da rusTavelis 
Semdeg win ver wavida. Tumca im „Sav droebaSic“ sparsulis gavleniT iwe-
reboda an iTargmneboda „zRapris msgavsi falavanTa ambebi“. mkvlevari aR-
frTovanebulia,  rom umZimes  epoqaSic  ki qarTul „mwerlebs undodaT  gu-
li   miecaT   mkiTxvelisaTvis   da   mamacobis   suli   CaeberaT.  moleqseni   am 
droebisa gvixataven xalxis Tavgadasavals istoriul moTxrobasaviT, ag-
viweren zne-Cveulebas da garemoebas maSindeli yofisa“ (umikaSvili 1904: 
483). mkvlevari im periodSi moRvawe qarTveli mwerlebidan Teimuraz I- is, 
arCil mefisa da ioseb Tbilelis teqstebs iwonebs. „am gvari leqsTa Txzva 
gavrcelebuli iyo meTeqsmete da meCvidmete saukueebSi“, – wers avtori.

meoTxe periodi („ganaxlebis xana“) umikaSvilis periodizaciiT meTvra-
mete saukuneSi iwyeba da mecxramete saukunis damdegamde grZeldeba. misi 
TvalsazrisiT, vaxtang mefis waxalisebiT, mfarvelobiTa da xelis Sewyo-
biT daiwyo didi kulturul-saganmanaTleblo muSaoba da Cveni mwerlobis 
ganaxleba. „saqarTvelos saukeTeso Svilebis zrunva, mecadineoba, niWi 
TiTqos am dros iRviZebs da mimarTulia mwerlobaze“ (umikaSvili 1904: 
484). TbilisSi daarsda pirveli qarTuli stamba, Seiqmna „samarTlis wigni“ 
da „dasturlamali“ („moxeleTa wesierebisaTvis saxelmZRvanelo instruq-
cia“). vaxuSti batoniSvili, mamis „brZanebiT, hkrebs saqarTvelos istori-
isa da geografiis masalebs da adgens istoriasa da geografias, romelic 
dRevandlamde mwerlobis ganZad iTvleba“ (umikaSvili 1904: 484). umikaSvi-
lis  TvaliT  danaxuli   „msajulT   uxucesi  (mdivanbegi)“  sulxan-saba  orbe-
liani (1658-1725), rogorc mwerali da „samefo moRvawe“, uTvalsaCinoesi 



135

figuraa Cvens mwerlobaSi. kritikosi sulxan-sabas Txzulebebidan yu-
radRebas amaxvilebs „sibrZne – sicruisaze“ („arakebi sayvareli sakiTxavi 
Seiqmna, rogorc lafontenisa safrangeTSi da krilovisa ruseTSi“), leq-
sikonze („pirveli saZirkvelia am gvaris Sromisa“) da „mogzauroba evropaSi“ 
(umikaSvili 1904: 486). 

umikaSvilis, rogorc redaqtor-gamomcemlis damsaxurebaa, rom 1871 
wels daibeWda „sulxan-saba orbeliani da misi sibrZne sicruvis wigni“, 
romelsac kritikosis winasityvaobaa aqvs darTuli. msjelobs ra daviT 
guramiSvilis poeziaze, mkvlevari aRniSnavs, rom guramiSvils ara marto 
gansakuTrebuli   „saCeni   adgili   upyria“  qarTul   literaturaSi,   aramed 
Tavisi „mWaxe da Zlieri eniT mosTqvams“ qveynis ubedurebaze „guramiS-
vilisamebr xma aravis aumaRlebia“ saqarTvelos erTobis darRveva-dana-
wilebaze da rom arcerT Cvens poets „iseTi mecadineoba axalzomis leqsis 
SemoRebisaTvis“ ar gamouCenia, rogoric „am uniWieres mwerals“. guramiS-
vilis „mSvenivrad gamoTqmuli azrebi andazebad gadaiqca“ (umikaSvili 
1904: 486), – SeniSnavs mkvlevari. sanam avtoris winamdebare werili da-
ibeWdeboda, 1881 wels umikaSvilma gamosca wigni `daviT guramiSvili da 
misi „daviTiani“ da iqac win wamoswia is faqtori, rom avtori „istoriul – 
nacionaluri Tematikis SemoWriT daupirispirda zRaprul-fantastikur 
ambebs da rom <...> guramiSvili Tavis ideebs saqarTvelos aRdgenisa da 
ganaxlebis Sesaxeb xalxis gasagoni eniT qadagebs“ (cxadaZe 1981: 88-89). 

umikaSvili simpaTias amJRavnebs anton kaTalikosis mimarT. mkvlevari 
mas did damsaxurebad uTvlis gramatikis, ritorikis, fizikis, istoriis 
saxelmZRvaneloebis Targmnasa da „SeTxzvas“, „wyobil sityvaobis“ („qarTvel 
moRvaweTa da mweralTa Sesxma-biografiis)“, „mza metyvelebis (sxizmeti-
kosTa winaaRmdeg)“ da „martirikis (qarTvel wmindanTa cxovrebis)“ Seqmnas. 
misi sityvebiT, antoni cxovrebaSi „evropiel kacebs uaxlovdeboda“ da 
„am moRvawis Sroma sulis Camdgmeli iyo mraval sasuliero da saero ka-
cebisaTvis, romelTac masTan erTad gaafarToves mwerlobis asparezi, 
axali gza aCvenes, piri abrunebines evropiuli swavla mecnierebisaken da 
daatovebines sparsuli Tayvanis cema“. umikaSvili qebasTan erTad arc 
anton kaTalikosis kritikas erideba, radgan mis nawerebze im drois „cru 
klasikurma mimarTulebebma“ iqonies gavlena, ramac ganapiroba, rom misi 
Txzulebebi Zalzed mZime da „enis kanonebis winaaRmdegi“ iyo (umikaSvili 
1904: 487).

mkvlevari cdilobs ganaxlebis xanaSi moRvawe gaioz episkoposis, 
timoTe gabaSvilisa da iona gedevaniSvilis Rvawli dagvanaxos. umikaSvilis 
azriT, „yovel SemTxvevaSi mainca da mainc vaxtangis da antonis dros 
moRvaweobam dasZra, ganaaxla da gaamdidra qarTuli mwerloba didi xnis 
modunebulis yofis Semdeg“ (umikaSvili 1904: 487). kritikoss arc erekle 
mefis Rvawli gamorCenia („TviT mefe sTargmnida nemecurs Txzulebas 
sapolicio samarTvelos sparsulidan“) da rom aRa-mahmad xanis Semosevi-
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sa da saqarTvelosaTvis Znelbedobis drosac ki bevri wigni iTargmna da 
daiwera. umikaSvili aanalizebs ra im periodis qarTul mwerlobas, Rrmad 
aris darwmunebuli, rom swored „meTvramete saukunem mecxrametes gad-
mosca umetesi naRvawi, vidre mas mieRo wina saukunisagan. Tu mwerloba aris 
eris sulis da pirovnebis gamomsaxveli, ramdenadac SavdroTa brunva xels 
ar uSlida, am mwerlobam ganamtkica Tavisebureba qarTvelobisa da gadasca 
warsamarteblad momaval Taobasa“ (umikaSvili 1904: 488). 

mexuTe periodi („mecxramete saukune“), umikaSvilis periodizaciis Ta-
naxmad, or xanad iyofa. 

pirveli iwyeba mecxramete saukunis dasawyisidan da grZeldeba baton-
ymobis gadavardnamde. „droni icvalnen, gauqmda mefoba“ (umikaSvili 
1904: 488). marTalia, iyo realuri safrTxe, rom qarTuli mwerloba mo-
dunebuliyo, magram mkvlevaris Rrma rwmeniT, „erovnulobisa da mwerlo-
bis suli“ ar dakargula. umikaSvili moixseniebs sol. dodaSvilsa da 
gazeT „tfilisis uwyebans“, romelic „politikuri moZraobis mizeziT“ 
daixura. mkvlevari epoqis WrilSi ganixilavs daviT batoniSvilis, ioane 
da Teimuraz batoniSvilebis, besarion gabaSvilis, daviT reqtorisa da 
dimitri batoniSvilis teqstebs. XIX saukunis poeziis „pirvel mercxlad“ is 
al. WavWavaZes acxadebs, romlis leqsebSic „Seudarebel kilos“ da „Zlier 
poetur grZnobaTa gamoxatvas“ xedavs. 

kritikosis TvalsazrisiT, nikoloz baraTaSvili gamorCeuli, Seuda-
rebeli „Rrma, mSvenieri, grZnobis da azrebis gamomTqmeli“ poeziis avto-
ria, romlis lirikas „imediani, mxurvale grZnobac Tan axlavs“. umikaSvili 
giorgi erisTavs XIX saukunis pirveli periodis mwerlebs akuTvnebs. 
mkvlevaris sityvebiT, erisTavi XIX saukunis qarTuli literaturuli 
procesis aqtiuri monawilea, xolo misi „saCeni Sroma“ ki 1850 wlidan iwye-
ba, rodesac mTavarmarTebel voroncovis mfarvelobiT is qarTul Teatrs 
Caudga saTaveSi. kritikosi xazgasmiT aRniSnavs, rom giorgi erisTavis pi-
esebs – „gayra“, „dava“, „Zunwi“ – miuxedavad zogierTi mxatvruli naklisa, 
upirvelesi adgili uWiravs Cvens literaturaSi, radgan am piesebiT 
iwyeba qarTuli Teatris istoria. mkvlevars gacnobierebuli aqvs eris-
Tavis TaosnobiT gamosuli Jurnal „ciskaris“ mniSvneloba. marTalia, 
erisTavi CamoSorda Jurnalsac da mis mier daarsebul Teatrs, magram 
mkvlevari Tvlis, rom erisTavma moaxerxa da Seqmna qarTuli Teatrisa da 
literaturuli presis axali tradicia, Tumca iqve dasZens, rom „Jurnali 
susti iyo SinaarsiT da mwerlebis doniT“ (umikaSvili 1904: 490). kritikoss 
SeumCneveli ar darCenia literaturul sivrceSi aleqsandre orbelianis, 
grigol rCeuliSvilis, daniel WonqaZisa da lavrenti ardazianis gamoCena. 

petre umikaSvili gansakuTrebul yuradRebas XIX saukunis qarTuli li-
teraturis meore xanas apyrobs, romelsac „axal dros“ uwodebs. umikaSvi-
lis periodizaciiT, „axali dro“ iwyeba batonymobis gadavardnidan, „ymebis 
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ganTavisuflebis droidan“ da grZeldeba mecxramete saukunis bolomde. is 
mimoixilavs mecxramete saukunis meore periods da im epoqis tendeciebis 
gaTvaliswinebiT Tavis mosazrebebs gvTavazobs. misi TvalsazrisiT mecx-
ramete saukunis meore naxevridan, anu axali droidan sazogadoebrivi azri 
iwyebs zrdas, „did moZraobaSi modis“ da saliteraturo sivrceSi axali Ta-
oba Cndeba. umikaSvilis azriT, mkiTxvels ukve aRar akmayofilebs „ukan dar-
Cenili“ „ciskris“ mwerloba da swored am ganzraxviT „qarTveli mkiTxvelis 
dadunebuli, mZinare azris SesaZravad“ ilia WavWavaZe Jur. „saqarTvelos 
moambes“ afuZnebs. misda saamayod, zogadad, qarTul presas, romelic „saqar-
Tvelos moambes“ mohyva, evropuli saxe eZleva. mkvlevars gaazrebuli aqvs, 
rom perioduli gamocemebis wyalobiT qarTvel mkiTxvels saSualeba hqonda 
gascnoboda, mieRo evropis xalxebis  mdidari  literatura, sazogadoeb-
riv-kulturuli cxovreba da arc erovnuli „keTil-Tvisebebi“* daekarga. 
is kmayofilia, rom qarTulma axalma mwerlobamac „Sublze igive mcneba da-
iwera, rac evropul mwerlobas hqonda SemuSavebuli“ (umikaSvili 1904: 492). 
umikaSvili asabuTebs, rom XIX saukunis meore naxevris literatura „Seudga 
aRmavlobis gzas“ da literaturul sivrceSi gamoCndnen axali pleadis po-
etebi, prozaikosebi, publicistebi. ganaxlda qarTuli Teatri da aRorZin-
da sasceno xelovneba. misi TqmiT, uwindel mweralTa umravlesoba (igulis-
xmebian Jur. „ciskris“ avtorebi) enis „simaxinjiT“, „uideobiT“ da „uswavle-
lobiT“ gamoirCeoda, ris gamomwvev mizezad kritikoss maTi gaunaTlebloba 
da epoqisgan CamorCena esaxeba, radgan „mwerlobis bedi ricxvmcire sazo-
gadod maRal da saSualo ganaTlebul kacebze iyo damokidebuli“ (umikaS-
vili 1904: 492).  Tanac qveyanas  manamde arc „evropiul mecnierebaze momuSa-
veni“ hyavda, rac TavisTavad Semaferxebeli faqtori iyo sazogadoebis 
swori ganviTarebisaTvis, „uromlisodac xalxis yofa umecrebis yofaa“. 
mkvlevris warmodgeniT, mwerlisaTvis marto survili da xalisi ar aris sak-
marisi, radgan „garegani Sno da teqnika, enis simaxinje an Sinagani uideoba, 
uswavleloba, gaugebroba naxulisa, daukvirvebloba, maxinji fantazia ver 
aZleven Rirsebas mokalmes“ (umikaSvili 1904: 493), amitomac is Tavis SromaSi 
mxolod im mwerlebis Txzulebebs aanalizebs, romlebmac qarTveli mkiTx-
velis yuradReba daimsaxura da misi sulieri TvalTaxedva gaafarTova. 
umikaSvili cxadyofs, rom ilia WavWavaZis gamoCena qarTuli literaturis 
ganaxlebas   moaswavebda,   misi TxzulebebiT  axali  etapi  iwyeba  Cvens   mwer-
lobaSi. mkvlevari ilias prozas qarTuli mwerlebisaTvis sanimuSod miiC-
nevs, xolo poezias – „axal gamomaRviZebel siod mZinara qarTveli moleq-
seebisaTvis“ (umikaSvili 1904: 493). mkvlevari ilia WavWavaZes qarTuli kri-
tikisa da publicistikis mesaZirkvled asaxelebs. akaki wereTlis lirika 
mas   galobis  harmonias   axsenebs,  romelic  „andamatisebr  izidavs   mkiTxve-
lis smenas“, xolo misi  prozauli teqstebi „Cveni wylebis kamkamebas“ ago-

* „keTil-TvisebebSi“ kulturuli tradiciebi igulisxmeba – T.c.
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nebs. umikaSvilisaTvis akakis satirul leqsebs badali ar moepoveba mTel 
qarTul poeziaSi, „utolod imyofeba“ – aseTi sityvebiT amkobs maT kri-
tikosi. mkvlevrisaTvis uaRresad  sagulisxmoa, rom ilia  da akaki is figu-
rebi arian, romlebic  mecxramete saukunis ara marto qarTul mwerlobas, 
aramed sazogadoebriv cxovrebasac saTaveSi Caudgnen, momavlis imedi ara-
sodes daukargavT da Rrmad swamdaT, rom qveyana „ar momkvdara, mxolod 
sZinavs“ da rom „Cven unda vSoboT Cveni myofadi“. 

rafiel erisTavis lirika umikaSvils xalxur poezias axsenebs da swo-
red am faqtoriT xsnis is erisTavis popularobas. mkvlevris mowonebas 
imsaxurebs mwerlis rusuli enidan „kargad gadmokeTebuli“ komediebi, 
romlebsac mTlianad „qarTuli saxe aqvT micemuli“, prozauli teqstebi ki 
sustad eCveneba. petre umikaSvili, yvela sxva literaturis istorikosis-
gan gansxvavebiT, qarTvel mwerlebs grigol da vaxtang orbelianebs axali 
drois mwerlobas akuTvnebs da iqve ganmartavs Tavisi mosazrebis gamom-
wvev mizezs, rom „orbelianebma am xnis mwerlobis gavlenis dros mouxSires 
weras (1840-1880), Tumca maTi nawerebi 1830-ian wlebSic gvxvdeba“. mkvlevris 
xedviT, am avtorebs „ucilobeli poeturi niWi aqvT“. maTi azri (grigol da 
vaxtang orbelianebis) dastrialebs „warsuli drois ubedurebas“, godebas 
dakargulze, eWvs momavalze da sixaruls, rodesac saimedos xedaven. 
petre umikaSvili gamorCeul yuradRebas vaJa fSavelas poezias uTmobs. 
is vaJas teqstebs saocari eqspresiiT Seqmnil Txzulebebad aRiqvams da 
Semdegi epiTetebiT amkobs: „mTis mkveTrs, naqsovsaviviT rbils, naWedsaviT 
mtkice, harmoniuli leqsTa Txzva, siturfe, gamomsaxveloba, qandakeba 
da plastika gamoxatvisa <....> misi poezia mTeli mecxramete saukunis 
ganmavlobaSi Seudarebelia <...> wvrili leqsebi lirikuli da erotiulia“ 
(umikaSvili 1904: 496). umikaSvils eCveneba, rom iSviaT SemTxvevaSi vaJas 
leqsebs „xalxuri poeziis msgavsi riTmebisa da taepebis erTgvaroba axa-
siaTebs“, magram es sruliad ar uSlis xels, rom aRtacebuli darCes misi 
teqstebiT. petre umikaSvilis TvaliT danaxuli aleqsandre yazbegi mTis 
kolorituli figuraa, romlis prozaSic iSviaTi xelovnebiT aris aRweri-
li mTis suraTebi da „Seadgens qarTuli mwerlobis did namats“. mkvlevaris 
sityvebiT: „zogierTi moTxrobis Sinaarsi istoriul garemoebas Seexeba, 
romelSic idealizaciaa Sereuli, <...> yvelgan gamonaskvi siyvarulis gars 
trialebs, xvanji daxlarTulia“ (umikaSvili 1904: 496). Tumca arc imis 
aRniSvna aviwydeba, rom, samwuxarod, yazbegis moTxrobebis ena Sinaarsis 
silamazes  „ar eTanxmeba“. petre  umikaSvili  kritikosTa  im  rigs  miekuTvne-
ba, romelTaTvisac qarTveli qalis literaturul sivrceSi gamoCena yo-
velTvis saamayo da sapatioa. mweral qalebs is „axali drois nayofad“ 
miiCnevs da imedovnebs, rom momavalSi qalebi sazogado cxovrebaSic da 
mwerlobaSic ufro warmatebulebi iqnebian. mkvlevari, upirvel yovlisa, 
ekaterine gabaSvilisa da domenika erisTavis (gandegilis) Txzulebebs 
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gamoarCevs. umikaSvili Tavis Tvalsazriss „axalgazrda“ mwerlis daviT 
kldiaSvilis Sesaxeb gamoTqvams, romlis prozasac „yvela Cveni Tanamedro-
ve mwerlis“ (igulisxmeba umikaSvilis Tanamedrove mwerloba) moTxrobebze 
maRla ayenebs, radgan kldiaSvilis teqstebisaTvis damaxasiaTebelia fsi-
qologiuri siRrme, azris naTlad gamoxatva, „dakvirveba da Seswavla per-
sonaJTa sulis moqmedebisa“. kritikoss arc egnate ninoSvilis literatu-
rul sivrceSi gamoCena darCenia SeumCneveli. 

werilSi petre umikaSvili mxolod qarTuli mwerlobis periodizaciiTa 
da mimoxilviT ar Semofarglula. igi didi pativiscemiT moixseniebs Seq-
spirisa da molieris mTargmnelebs – ivane maCabelsa da dimitri yifians, niko 
nikolaZesa da sergei mesxs, qarTuli kritikisa da publicistikis safuZvlis 
Camyrelebs, iakob gogebaSvils – qarTuli saymawvilo sakiTxavi wignebisa 
da deda-enis Semqmnels, qarTvel dramaturgebs – avqsenti cagarels, daviT 
erisTavs da valerian gunias. mkvlevari Tavis winamorbedTa da Tanamedro-
veTa – mari broses, daviT CubinaSvilis, aleqsandre cagarelis, aleqsandre 
xaxanaSvilis, dimitri baqraZis, eqvTime TayaiSvilis, Tedo Jordanias, niko 
xizaniSvilis (urbnelis) damsaxurebaze wers da ar iviwyebs maT Rvawls 
qarTuli  literaturis,  enisa  da  istoriis  kvlevis  saqmeSi.  werilis  dasas-
ruls igi madlierebiT moixseniebs im ucxoel mecnierebsa da mwerlebs, 
romlebic saqarTvelos istoriiT, mwerlobiTa da kulturiT dainteres-
dnen: vivieli, marteni, bohpi, mari brose, langlua, dubua, Santri, Sille-
ri, kovalevski, muraviovi, mercxmaxeri, artur laisti (germanul enaze 
„vefxistyaosnis“ mTargmneli). umikaSvili Tavs bednierad miiCnevs, radgan 
mravalsaukunovanma qarTulma mwerlobam, miuxedavad mravali Wir-varami-
sa da „sulis xuTvisa“, rodesac ara marto mwerlobis, aramed eris yofna-
aryofnis sakiTxi idga, Seinaxa Tavisi sulieri saunje, warsulma drom ki 
anderZsaviT „daugdo“ momavals, rom xalxi „mecnierebis da simarTlis sa-
fuZvelze damyarebiT, win waayenos ganaTlebuli qveynebis darad“ (umikaS-
vili 1904: 500). 

winamdebare werilidan naTlad vlindeba, rom qarTuli mwerlobis gan-
viTarebis umikaSviliseuli xedva gansxvavdeba periodizaciis imdroindeli 
yvela mcdelobisgan. petre umikaSvilisTvis prioritets „qarTveli xal-
xis gadarCena“, qarTuli enisa da „unikaluri“ mravalsaukunovani qarTuli 
kulturis „SenarCuneba“ warmoadgens da qarTuli literaturis istoria 
swored am kuTxiT aqvs mimoxiluli.

literaturuli procesis periodebad dayofisas mkvlevari sistemati-
zaciis sxvadasxva princips iyenebs:

a) pirveli ori periodis daTariRebisas igi kulturul-istoriul 
princips mimarTavs – am periodebis qronologia ganisazRvreba erovnuli 
kulturisaTvis mniSvnelovani istoriuli movlenebiT: „dasawyisi mwig-
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nobrobisa“ da „daviT aRmaSeneblis epoqa“ – I periodi; „Tamar mefis dro“ da 
„monRolebis Semoseva“ – II periodi; 

b) mesame da meoTxe periodebi qronologiuri principiTaa gamoyofili 
(XVII, XVIII da XIX saukuneebi). 

g) XIX saukunis Sefasebas petre umikaSvili socialur-istoriuli prin-
cipiT udgeba: is „mefobis gauqmebiT“ iwyeba, xolo or periodad dayofis 
mijnad mkvlevari „batonymobis gadavardnas“ miiCnevs. marTalia, „axali 
drois“ calke periodad gamoyofa da misi daxasiaTeba iliaseuli „axali 
xanis“ cnebas exmianeba, magram Tu ilia ZiriTad mniSvnelobas erovnul-
patriotuli Temis ganviTarebas aniWebda (misi sityvebiT, swored am dros 
„uwinares gamobrwyinda daviwyebuli sityva ‘mamuli’“*), umikaSvilisaTvis 
prioritetulia xalxis socialuri statusis Secvla, magram kritikosi 
imasac dasZens, rom am dros „ganaTlebuli axali Taoba gamodis mwerlobis 
asparezze“ (umikaSvili 1904: 492), rac calsaxad TergdaleulTa Taobis 
gamoCenaze miuTiTebs.

aRsaniSnavia, rom XIX saukunis mwerlobis mimarT sistematizaciis gans-
xvavebuli principebiT midgoma ramdenime urTierTsawinaaRmdego msjelo-
bis safuZvlad iqca. magaliTad, grigol da vaxtang orbelianebs mkvlevari 
axal dros, anu XIX saukunis meore periods miakuTvnebs, vinaidan orbeli-
anebma „mouxSires weras (1840-1880)“, magram aqve SeniSnavs, rom „maTi nawerebi 
1830-ian wlebSic gvxvdeba“. 

sagulisxmoa, rom al. cagarelisa da sxva kritikosebisagan gansxvave-
biT, petre umikaSvili ar iyenebs mxatvrul-esTetikur princips. mas arc 
al. xaxanaSvilis periodizaciisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli qronologiur-Jan-
robrivi principi ainteresebs (ix.: ciciSvili, modebaZe 2013): literaturu-
li mimdinareobebis ganviTareba da Janrologia mas yuradRebis miRma rCe-
ba. sxvadasxva periodSi Seqmnili nawarmoebebis mxatvrul Rirebulebaze 
msjelobisas mkvlevari interess iCens enis daxvewilobaze („nawarmoebis 
JReradobaze“) da xalxur poeziasTan mis siaxloveze. am kriteriumiTaa Se-
fasebuli d. guramiSvilis poezia („mSvenivrad gamoTqmuli azrebi andaze-
bad gadaiqca“), raf. erisTavis „lirikis popularoba“ („SesaniSnavia saxalxo 
leqsebis kiloTi“), vaJa fSavelas poeziis „mTis enasTan axlo“ „harmoniulo-
ba“ da sxva. magram „saxalxo leqsebis msgavsi erTgvaroba riTmebisa da 
taepisa (striqonebis)“ umikaSvili vaJas naklad Tvlis (umikaSvili 1904: 495). 
kritikosi did mniSvnelobas poeturi nawarmoebis simRerasTan siaxloves 
aniWebs (besarion gabaSvili – „simRerebis mTxzveli“, al WavWavaZis „poetur 
simRerebs“ „mReroda mTeli saqarTvelos sazogadoeba“, ak. wereTlis poezia 
gamoirCeva „galobis harmoniiT“ da sxva). ilias prozis Rirsebad mkvle-
vari mis „simartives“ miiCnevs. aSkaraa, rom umikaSvilisaTvis prioriteti 

* ix.: (modebaZe, ciciSvili 2008) da (modebaZe 1998).
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mxatvruli nawarmoebis popularoba – aRqmis /recepciis/ simartivea*. 
mkvlevarisTvis  yvelaze  mniSvnelovania   istoriul-sazogadoebrivi    prin-
cipi. is yvela istoriul movlenas (stambis daarsebas, ganaTlebas, presis, 
Teatris da „sasceno mwerlobis“ ganviTarebas) sazogadoebriv cxovrebas 
ukavSirebs da xazgasmiT aRniSnavs, rom ilias „Semoaqvs poeziaSi sazo-
gadoebiTi motivebi xalxis Wir-varamze“ (umikaSvili 1904: 493). 

qarTul mwerlobas mkvlevari evropuli literaturis konteqstSi mi-
moixilavs, rac qarTuli literaturis msoflio literaturis sivrceSi 
CarTvis erT-erT pirvel mecnierul mcdelobad migvaCnia (i.m.). marTalia, 
petre umikaSvili termins „msoflio literatura“ ar axsenebs, magram XIX 
saukunis literaturaTmcodneobaSi „msoflio“ da „evropuli“ sinonimebad 
iyo miCneuli**. „msoflio“ gulisxmobda „evropul literaturas (maZini, 
vilmeni), romelic yvelaze metad cnobili da misawvdomi iyo“ (marino 2009: 
31). vinaidan am cnebaSi „evropul models“ da „evropuli kulturis hege-
monurobas“ gulisxmobdnen, msoflio literaturis „universaloba udrida 
evropocentrizms“ (ratiani 2015: 17-18). igive pozicia petre umikaSvilis 
yvela msjelobaSi SeiniSneba: mkvlevari dadebiTad afasebs yvelafers, rac 
„evropul gzas“ exmianeba (mag., anton-kaTolikosze saubrisas aRniSnavs, rom 
igi „cxovrebaSi evropiel kacebs uaxlovdeboda“, mniSvnelovnad esaxeba, 
rom XIX saukuneSi qarTvelma xalxma „Sublze igive mcneba daiwera, rac 
evropul mwerlobas hqonda SemuSavebuli“, Jurnal-gazeTebis damsaxurebas 
ki imaSi xedavs, rom maTi meSveobiT qarTvelebs „Tval-win eSleboda evro-
pis xalxis literatura da istoriuli cxovreba“ da sxva). kritikosi arc 
mwerlobis ganviTarebisaTvis mniSvnelovan „gamdidrebis“ process tovebs 
uyuradRebod, did mniSvnelobas aniWebs Targmanebsa da „gadmokeTebebs“ 
(mag., raf. erisTavis rusuli enidan „kargad gadmokeTebul“ komediebs). 
umikaSvili, pirvel rigSi, evropuli literaturis Targmanebs gamoyofs: 
monteskies (Teimuraz batoniSvili), volteris, kornelis, lafontenis, 
puSkinis (al. WavWavaZe), Seqspiris (iv. maCabeli da dim. yifiani), molieris 
(dim. yifiani) da sxva. misi TqmiT, „evropiuli avtorebis mTargmnelebs“ 
didi Rvawli miuZRviT mSobliuri literaturis gamdidrebis saqmeSi: maT 
„qarTuli mwerloba Seavses da gaafarToves“, magram wuxs, rom, miuxedavad 
mTargmnelTa simravlisa, bevri maTgani „naTargmnisagan da ara dednidan, 
original enidan“ Targmnis (umikaSvili 1904: 497). 

petre umikaSvili kvlevis SedarebiT-istoriuli meTodologiis prin-
cipebis gamoyenebasac cdilobs (SeZlebisdagvarad adarebs qarTvel 

* savaraudod, avtoriseul prioritetebze, masalis SerCevaze, misi Sefasebis kri-
teriumebze da mowodebis stilze aisaxa „kalendris“ (wera-kiTxvis gamavrcelebeli 
sazogadoebis gamocemis) miznobrivi auditoriis ganaTlebis donis gaTvaliswineba 
(i.m.).
** termini `msoflio litratura“ /“Weltliteratur”/ XIX saukunis dasawyisSi (1827 w.) pir-
velma i. v. goeTem gamoiyena.
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mwerlebs evropelebs: lafontens, krilovs, bairons), rac im drois qar-
Tuli kritikisaTvis siaxle iyo. misTvis gansakuTrebiT yuradsaRebia li-
teraturuli kavSirebi da gavlenebi. magram kritikosis Sefasebebi, um-
ravlesad, evropocentrizmis ideiTaa nakarnaxevi (magaliTad, I periodis 
saRmrTo da saeklesio wignebis Targmanebis Sefasebisas xazgasmiT aR-
niSnulia, rom isini sruldeboda „im gvaradve, rogorc evropis qveynebSi“). 
aseTi midgoma bizantiur-qarTul literaturul urTierTobaTa Sefase-
baSic vlindeba. 

umikaSvilis, iseve rogorc im epoqis sxva qarTveli literaturis is-
torikosebis, mizania, rom „uZvelesi“ da „unikaluri“ qarTuli mwerloba 
farTo sarbielze gaitanos. ucxoelebis (vivielis, martenis, bohpis, mari 
broses, langluas, dubuas, Santris, Silleris, kovalevskis, muraviovis 
da sxvaTa) qarTuli mwerlobiT dainteresebisa da gaweuli Sromis umi-
kaSviliseuli maRali Sefaseba amis naTeli dasturia. 

daskvnis saxiT SeiZleba iTqvas, rom petre umikaSvilis werilSi „qar-
Tuli mwerloba (Tvalis gadavleba dasawyisidan Cven dromde)“ aisaxa 
misi droisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli Teoriul-meTodologiuri Ziebebis 
mravalferovneba. 
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From the History of the Systematic Study of Georgian Literature:
Petre Umikashvili

Summary

Key words: Georgian literature history, Systematic study, systematization of the national 
literatures history, Petre Umikashvili.

The first attempts at the systematization and the unification towards a systematic approach 
of Georgian literature history originated in the 19th century. During the initial stage of the 
development of critical thinking in Georgia, the process of a proper theoretical foundation 
progressed within the general European framework, creating the discourse for the systematization 
of the national literatures history. 

Petre Umikashvili is an author of the article “Georgian Literature (From the Beginning 
to the Present Time)”, published in 1904 in the magazine named: “Georgian Calendar”. The 
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researcher sought to evaluate the history of the centuries-old Georgian literature, to systematize 
it, and attempted to divide it into periods. Petre Umikashvili summarizes the history of Georgian 
literature and divides it by periods:

I – The beginning of the Literature (VI – XI);
II – Blossom of Literature (from the 12th century to the Mongol invasion); 
III – The Weakening Period (from the Mongol invasion to the 17th century);
IV – Renewal of Literature (from XVIII Century to XIX Century); 
V – XIX Century:
a) From the beginning of the Nineteenth century to the Abolition of Serfdom; 
b) The New Period (from the abolition of the Serfdom until the end of the XIX Century) 
Umikashvili’s assessment stands out from all the previous attempts of the periodization. 

Petre Umikashvili’s priority is to “save the Georgian people”, to “preserve” the Georgian 
language and “unique” centuries-old Georgian culture, and the history of Georgian literature is 
precisely in this respect.

In categorizing the history of the literature into periods, the researcher applies different 
principles of systematization:

a) he applies the cultural-historical principle while categorizing the first two periods – the 
chronology of these periods is determined by historical events important to national culture: 
“Beginnings of Scripture” and “The Age of David the Builder” – I period; “King Tamar’s Time” 
and “Mongol Invasion” – II period;

b) The third and fourth periods are separated by chronological order (XVII, XVIII and 
XIX centuries).

c) The nineteenth-century assessment is based on the socio-historical principle: it begins 
with the “abolition of kingship”, and the researcher considers the “abolishment of serfdom” to 
be a split between two periods. Umikashvili considers that the change of social status among 
the people is the priority. But the critic also adds that a new generation of educators is emerging 
at this time pointing to the emergence of the generation of “Tergdaleulebi”. Although Petre 
Umikashvili does not refer to the term ‘world literature’, the terms ‘world’ and ‘European’ were 
synonymous among nineteenth-century literary the literary critics. Petre Umikashvili applies 
comparative-historical methodological principles in the researching process (by comparing 
European writers to the Georgian ones: Lord Byron, Ivan Krylov, Jean de La Fontaine) which was 
the new experience of that time. The aim of Umikashvili, as well as other historians of Georgian 
literature of that era, is to bring “ancient” and “unique” Georgian writing into the spotlight. The 
high appreciation of Georgian writers’ interest (Vivian, Marten, Boehp, Marie Brosse, Langlua, 
Dubua, Shantri, Schiller, Kovalevski, Muraviov, etc.) and the hard work done by foreigners is a 
clear proof of this. In conclusion, it can be said that Petre Umikashvili’s letter “Georgian Writing 
(From the Beginning to the Beginning)” reflected the variety of theoretical and methodological 
searches characteristic of his time. 
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