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Sergei Meskhi's main concern, his sorrow and pain, the main purpose
of his work and existence was his homeland and nation, which had their
freedom and dignity taken from them by Russia. Everything he wrote and
covered on the pages of “Droeba” was a kind of campaign aimed at awake-
ning and bringing his poor nation out of its mental crisis. From a patriotic
point of view, he was an invaluable phenomenon — always steady, with a pure
conscience and a heart burning with love for his country.

Slavery made Georgian people forget and become unaccustomed to
many things. Ioane Sabanisdze’s warning in the 8" century, that we were
mixed in a foreign nation and had forgotten our ancestral path, was already
an established fact in Georgia at the time of Sergei Meskhi. Time and cir-
cumstances put many traditional and national identity-defining events in
danger. In the face of the worldview-aesthetic paradigm of the generation of
the new era, going against tradition or fighting it was considered the pri-
mary sign of the nation’s degeneration. It is precisely this danger that S.
Meskhi saw in the life of Georgian people and wrote that there was almost
nothing left that connected us with the old life and reminded us of the deeds
of our ancestors, as if we wanted to throw away all traditions, get rid of
them, and couldn't introduce anything new in their place. Every generation
leaves its own style. Sergei Meskhi couldn't adapt to this as well. He was
fascinated by everything Georgian, he saw historical context and purpose in
it. Fashion is a determinant of the consciousness and taste of society. For S.
Meskhi, there was also a discourse expressing the idea of freedom, which
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was related to fashion, but innovation should be directed towards national
culture — he evaluated the tradition and innovation from this perspective.
Sergei received his higher education in St. Petersburg, spent 14 months
observing life in Europe and had his eyes on America — taking all this into
account, he felt well that Georgian life needed innovation. In general, no-
velty for him was associated with the degree of freedom and boldness of
thought, but in his opinion it should not come at the expense of putting the
national identity at risk. At that time, the mediocre everyday life of globali-
zation was not a threat, but S. Meskhi warned Georgian youth that novelty
should be compatible with traditional cultural norms; our main niche should
not be lost and we should not be mixed with a foreign nation so much that
we would face the threat of extinction.
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439l mbolidogdsl bdsemdl ol, Mmd dmm@obml dgdargdolss-
Q39050 930l §3994obsls Lot qgdermds, §ob Holfoml obs. so,
MdoMglo O YMZEOE 3JNO0IMBOEMO Ib0dbMwgds M3mOoL
AbgogLo 2oBgbools 3530Ls. BgEBS® ML o, 3oLy LozgEogrols
750l 05050500 9905 Lod3oL, M 0oL BHYLYOE-MBOMIMO S
39993509805 Mo30L0 LoamEbary, 56589 MIMMT0s Ms30L Boddmd-
b bozgmobsmM3z0L™ (Igubo, 1962, a3. 48).

Pol, Gmogbsg LgMago dgbbols dsYdOL Lsorydowgm 180-9
Peobomogl 50bodbogl dobo 365350369090 LsddMdwM, MHMEs bgGygo
dglbol 45M(335¢gd0@s6 142 ol 89993 dobby LormdmMdI6, 9-
96 o xgwmdgb, 65030 MOl MEHYMs®o Bodsbo 0dols, MmI
©OMI, 439woHg bobgMods s LoliB03ds, osdmfHds s 93BG,
306 BFoGmgds J399obsL, MMA oL GHYMOWMIMSWME SO JoEIMJO0S
053080 Logmabwg ©s sdsm@ 9O IOMB0s Mo30L0  LoAIMDdEOMU
Lo3gmoLsM30UL.
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